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Political Organisation and Social Control 
among the Adis of Arunachal Pradesh 


Arunachal 
Indo-Mongoloie wibes who show many 
differences and similarities in vheir cultural 
aspects and social customs. Some tribes 
‘ar6 quiet, gentle and frlendily lke the Monpas 
‘of Kameng. district, some others ate highly 
‘organized and industrious. like Ape Tani of 
Subansion district and sill others are tu 
bulant and warlike people like the Idu group 
‘of Mishmi tribe of Lobit_ division. 


Pradesh is inhabited by the 


‘The most important and numerous ibe 
living In Siang district Is called Adi or fill 
man, From the earlest times until very 
recently the people ef Siang division have 
been known as Abor, @ rsther derogatory 
word meaning ‘unruly’ or ‘disobedient. AS 
a result of changes which have come over 
the Abors in recent years transforming them 
tmo a friendly, co-operative progressive 
community the Abors. themselves had sug- 
(gested, and the administration had accepted, 
that they should be called Adis. The Adis have 
been @ proud, independent peopl 
resentful of interference, and suspicious of 
‘strangers. 


‘The Adi include a large number of wibat 
‘groups who ae fundamentally the same 
‘everywhere in language and culture with 
‘minor regional variations. They are divided 
into two groups the Minyangs which cover 
. Panggis, Shimongs. Boris, 
‘Tangamsand the Gallangs 
Ramos, Bokars and Pailibos. 


‘The present paper is related to the Minyangs. 
land the Gallangs of Along Subdivicion of 
Siang diict. 


‘This paper presents the structure and 
‘orcanization of tibal council called Kebang 
‘smong the Minyang and Galleng of Along 
Subdivision of Siang distict. Study of 
tibet councils is of grest importance from 
many pois of view. Firstly, it shows the 
‘system of Government. Totalterian or demo- 
cratic operative in the community in question, 
Secondly, it provides date on council. members 
land rules of their recruitment. Thirdly. i 
revesls the newure of cases which are refered 
to the council, mode of making decisions 
‘and the customary laws by which quarrels, 
‘are adjudicated, disputes setled, grievances 
redressed and social contro! enforced. 


Keeping these aspects in view the pa 
hasbeen divided into three sections... (1) 
erly accounts of Kebang organization, 
(2) Contemporary structure and organization 
‘of Kebeng, (3) Customary Law's and (4) Caso 
studies. “A bret account highlighting moral 
values, ethical standards and behavioural 
patterns a8 derived from the analysis of tho 
cases is provided 98 a concluding section 
at the end of the paper. 


‘The field work among. the Minyang 
Gallang_was carted out in 1872-73. and the 
paper is the outcome of tis work. 


POLITICAL... 


Account of Explorar Wileox—(1826 A.D.) 


Explorer Wilcox visied the Adi Cour 
In 1825, and whst he had ceseribed about 
the Kebang. Is quoted below: “The hail of 
audience nd debs Is where the Kabang 
‘masts, Every one has an equal vote. but 
some few, elther through thsi. superier wealth, 
horocttary esteem, or teal ability exest a very 
strong. influence ‘on the rest and can ready 
sway thom to any measure. This powsr, 
howover i kept in check by the exweme 
jealousy ‘of the aj end vigtent, watchfulness 
Yo prosorve thelr domocratie sights. The 
chit surrmens. the people 10 a meeting with 
8 sori of shill whops and 8 tong szeech in 
‘an oxaltad volce, while he mover orcees 
beating his sight foot on the ground!” 


Account oF Father Krick 1853 A. D. 
Fathor Krick has given an scoaunt of th 
‘Abor chersctor he sow it in 1853—what ho 
ha witen is queted below, “The Padam 
|i very. actve, jolly, # lover of fwedom and 
Indopondonce, generous, roble = hewmed, 
Plain-spoken, more honost than the average 
‘oriental, not over modorata in eating end 

drinking", 

What ho had described bout tho meotieg 
‘of a Kobong at Mombo in 1853 ls quoted 
below: Thera ware six chiels,  gorgocusly 
‘attad, who set down in cle, ight in tho 
contre of spacious hall, Spoochos wore 
‘made and the members caet their vesoe : tho 
leading men withdrew te dalierae over 
their deciion". 

ach village, ssid Father Krick, is eet 
governing end inopendort. ft hae ie own 
‘administraticn, beth logislative and executive 
Wemen havo no shat. In the Government, 
they cannot even set foot in the council- 


He further added “Every mele, reaching 
the age of reason, Ia by vight active member 
‘of any assembly, Each commune Is ruled by 
{iva or six chiefs olacted for life by he Pople 
they control ll affairs of greater importanc 
|W any of them dies, his san, if capable, 
succoeds to his cffice else, he remains « 
‘common etizen, and nsnother —olaction 
‘supple the vacaney”. 


Describing about the customary practices 
eoneerning. law and Government ie he seid, 
“Laws ere framed by the people, sa 
by the council, end promulgated by the 
President, Every decision 8 supposst 10 
‘come from the people, the Chiefs hs 
Fight but to approve and enferce it, ‘Hence, 
the people propose, the counell_ sanctions 
‘and the President jwomulgatee 


‘The working of the council was 
desciibed by fether Kick in the. fellewing 
words: “Every evening, all the men gsth 

In the apacious Counel-room —(“Dete" or 
‘Moshup") to discuss the topiee of the day, 
which meena : (1) to inform one anther 
cf what hee been seen oF heard : (2) to dis- 
uss the politcal questions putforh by 
ne of the Chiefs: (3). 10 sorte whet vilags 
will do.on the next day, for it is understood 
that no one is free to cgpoee of ‘his time ag 
he thinks fit, his daily workie cutout, discussed 
‘and coficlally decreed by the. majoriy of tho 
Council, once, every evaning, between, 
10 and 11 O'clock, boys are sent about the 
village shouting et the top of thelr velcos 

“Tomcirow, sige hunt | Tomorow, fishing! 
Tomorrow. field -labourl Tomowow, genne 
(hotiday)" 


How people obeyed the devsiens of 
Kebeng as desciibed by fathor — Kilck is 
repreduced below. “The injunctions ave 
‘obeyed. to the letior for thie people is a 
Iawrabiing and respectful. to the powers 
thot bo, as itis proud of ite libeny, To call 
4 Padam a slave isan insult shat would make. 
this proud mountaineer gnash his teeth", 


Other features ef the coun which he 
fad stated are quoted below: “The Council 
house Is also used for exttaordinay gather 
ings comokod to dea! with a sudden emer 
‘Gency, such os my arival; sometimes, espe- 
cially on reiny. aye, i ie turned into rence 
2vous of gossip and handiwork. Everybody 
takes his 10018 and posses the timo as plese 
santly and as usefully as he can” 


Originally, the Adi Kebang was largely 
ominated by the priests and. Shamans, 
and derived ite authority from supernatural 
sanctions that they were able to invoke. It 


~. 


etter 


ves firmly. roowsd in Custom and wadition 
and had wide authority over every expect 
of Adi tite, 


using the British dys it wos to some 
extent transferred. Official Game wore 
appcinted, one for every clan in # wilege, 
They were not paid snyihing. but were given 
fed coats and boing recognizes by Govern- 


to scme excent, for they naturally became 
members and caused thet outhority. of the: 
Priests to ecline They inveduced an 
official wlemant that he previously buen 
absent. In spot these charges the Adi 
(ebarg sil romaine 2 vary informal body 
Which con be attended by aoy person of 
fluence, It 16 In fect, easontisty 2 cout 
Cf the psope "Where she people proposa, 


the Couneit sanctions end the President 
Promulgetes”. 
Even before Independence, 2 more 


elaterate insizution known 2s tbo “Bangc”” 
wae inteduced under officiel inspiration. 

rapresers a sumber of vilages 
land is sttenced by at ieest ene jeading Gam 
from eachvilage. is mein funcion is 
sottoment of inter village disputes. is 
rather more fully organized than che village 
Kebang, for it has 2 “Secrewy" and  main- 
ting. fonds, 


A much larger unit, which might. be almost 
described 2s “Adi-Parlament”, for all Adi 
ups. hae come jo being. It is called the 
"Begum Bokarg” which ean be attended by 
the leading men of sll Adi groups in Siang. 
als with inr-vilege  caputes, and also 
‘takes up important questions of develop. 
ment. 


‘The Kebangs of vorious crders ato now as 
active as before In eetting macier, uch a8 
when and where to clear the forests and fene! 
the flolds, sow the s0ed, when to go on 
hunting and fishing expeditions, when and 
In what manner festivals will be pexformed 
‘and sacrifice offered. They continue 10 
‘exorcise judicsl powers by adjudicating 
Intor-pertonal, and inter-vilage diaputes. 
breecher of customary laws and criminal 


‘ffences and seairing punishments and, 


rmuinsining Tew tnd erter peace and good 
Goverment in thelr reapective areas. of 
juriscietion. 


whe Kebengt, es en essential 
formwlaie  developraental 
injects and implemnen ther in thelr ret 


that micutes of every Kebong meeting are kept 
fod echtne aged uti teh and 
feos 


towards 


Throughout the NEFA (now called Aruna 
chal Pradesh) the tbal councils works within 
the general frame work of the Assam Frontier 
(Adminisuation ct Juice) Regulation. of, 
1835, which socogsices  thair importance 
fend outhorty snd gives them powers. They 
‘are given opportunity to prove themselves 
‘worthy and show that they can use thoir 
powers wisely snd eccording fc the chal 
lenges of the ‘modern mas. 


‘The Regulation of 1945 provides that 
cfiminal justice shall be administered by the 
Political "Officers and Assistant Political 
(Officers (at present these posts are known 
‘as Deputy Commissioner, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner or extra AStiotant Commis= 
sioner) and the viloge authorties, who are 
recognized a8 competent adminievators 
of the nw. Mt gives power to the local 
tribol councils 19 try a number of criminal 
offences. such as theft, simple hurt and house 
‘uespess and to impose fines on those who 
‘ae found guilty and slo to eward _peyment 
fo compensation to the extent of injury 
sustsined. The councils also have civil 
powers and can try all suits without imi 
fof value in which both the parties are indie 
genous 0 the tract. 


POLITICAL... 


‘The regulation provides for appeals in 
‘appropriate cases and lays down that the 
Political Officer (Deputy Commissioner) 
shall be guided by the spirit but shall not 
bound by the letter, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 


‘An important section lays down that 
no Pleader shalibe allowed to sppeer 
In any case before Village Authorities. 
‘This regulation does in fact give the tribal 
councils very wide powers of punishing 
‘offenders and granting compensation accor- 
ding 10 their customary law. Under the 
provision of the regulation all kinds of 
fffences (except those commited against 
the State) wore included in the judicial juris 
diction of the local councils for arbitration 
‘and disposal. This provision is extended 10 
the non-bibesman who are involved in dis 
utes with offences against the tribe! people. 
W for example, an officiel is accused of 
‘adultery with 2 tibal woman, he may have 10 
‘appear before the village council and abide 
by its decision, imespective of any depart- 
‘mental action that may subsaquently be taken 
against him. Where a uibeman is accused 
by non-tribesman, thelr cases will be heard by 
the village councis, except in the immediate 
reighbourhood of the divisional hesdquar- 
ters, In this capo if such problem happens 
jn divisional head quarters or in ts neigh- 
bhouthood then the case is 10 be heard by 
Political Officer (Deputy Commissioner). 


The 1945 regulation has already relaxed 
the rigour with which eonain cases are dealt 
with. In fact. the heavy punishment of 
former days _ have already almost entirely 
disappeared, For example, the punishments 
‘awarded t0 9 git for her acts of immorality 
are clipping her hairs. sipping her naked 
‘and giving her 8 good beating. Under the 
resort situation the later wo items of 
punishments ere abandoned. People at their 
‘own recod can claim compensation accoding 
{orthelr discretion which in practice is adjusted 
to the wealth and portion of the accused. 


The policy of administration. is to accept 
the prosent status of the councils and to 
funher strengthen it by giving intensive 


‘sdminisrative suppor. In places where the 
local council is weak, the policy of admici- 
sation Is to encourage the people how 10 
evelop it a= make it more effective. 


Great care, however, is being taken not to 
fover-administer the tribal councils and force 
‘them conform to etain judical procedures, 
‘moral codes and social control. In order to 
provide training to the council members and 
‘also 10 Impress on the people the admin 

twation’s concen for low and order, an 
ctficer on behalf of the adminittration should 
bbe present in the Kebang at the time of tral 
of heinous crimes only to help and not to 
Control the proceedings or resolutions. 


‘The 1945 Regulation lays down that “the 
proceedings of the village authority need 
ot be recorded in writing’ but that the 
‘administration may require the proceedings 
10 be reported in any way which appeere 
suitable. The decisions. are now-a-days 
reported to the nearest local official, who 
records them if he is satisfied thatthe com 
sstion demanded ie just. The nearest official 
Js to approve the decision of the village 
council on behalf of the edministration. if 
be is not satisfied. he demits the case to the 
council for further consideration, and if he 
[seven then dissatisfied he isto send itto. the 
Political Officer for © finsl review of the 
eckson. 


Under the regulation the Political Officers 
have wide criminal and civil powers, though 
Jin civil cases they are required “in every case 
Jn which both panies are indigenous to the 
‘agency. 10 endeavour 10 persuade them to 
‘submit to arbitration’ by the village council. In 
‘practice, therefore, the main task of the 
Political Officers (Deputy Commissioners) 
‘ae to seme the cases where. the parties 
liable have refused to pay the compenta- 
tion Imposed on them by the councils, 


In the sphere of development the role 
‘which the councils play are considered india- 
ensable by the adminiavation. For these 
‘reasons the people naturally take greet introst 
in the developmental projects sponsored by 
the councils, and with the greater invigoration 
‘and grewing effectiveness of the local 


© 


‘councils under the patronage of the admini- 
‘trative machinery. People in general will, 
have @ strong. sense of self confidence and a 
feeling that they ero masters of thelr own, 
‘destiny and can solve their own problems by 
means of solt-help. 


Kebang Organization among the Galtong 
fend Minyono. 

In Goliong end Minyong tribal sociaty 
thera is a political and judicial organization 
Which is primarily concerned with the enforce 
‘mont of social contol, and alsided dovelop- 
‘ant of villages. Thie tubal organization 
‘Goes by the term KEBANG. which isa threo 

t systom—1. DOLU KEBANG, 2, BANGO 
KEBANG, end 3. BOGU BOKAN —KEBANG. 
A-short "description ef the structure and 
forganizstion of each of those unite is 
siven below. 


Dol Kebang 

Dolu Kebang is the smallest politcal 
Units working @t the vilage fovel. Ik comprises 
cf minimum three members who are celled 
Kebang Abu, who ae aged and experienced 
land well vorsed with customary laws. The 
Yocel scministetive authorities designate 
them es Gam. There is a heed or chief 
‘among them who is called Head Gam. The 
most experienced aged and knowledgeble 
person among the Gems is. selected es the 
Heed Gam. Tho Gams including the Head 
Gam wield by viewe of their both sscrbed 
and achieved statuses and leadership, 
characters, unquestionable authority and 
Influence ‘over thei co-vilagers and it 
{or this reason thet the Minyong ana Gsllong 
villages function es corporate uni 


Dolu Kebang is @ body with authority 19 
adjudicate quarrels, settle disputos, redress 
‘rievances of the vietins of violence, and 
ppuntsh offenders agninst —wibal custom, 
In addition to authority. there are conventions 
by moans of which Dol Kebang ensure 
ropor conduct and safety of co-vllagers, 
‘The disputes which are referred to the Dolu 
Kebang aro related to mariage, adultery, 
assault, property, livestock, thett, and quate, 
Every mesting of Dolu Kebang which is 


convened to adjudicate ceses of above 
‘mentioned categories hears the stend-point 
of both panies and tends to elucidate, rolterate 
‘and interpret the provisions of —relovant 
‘customary laws and recell tho previous 
cases capable of serving as procedonts and 
finelly given the decision which I obeyed 
by the parties concorned 


In eddition to tho judicio! mutters and 
customery laws the viloge Game look to 
tho welfare and developmental aspects of 
the village. They are responsible for builalng 
‘and repairing school building with the hol 
fof tho fellow villagers, They aro st liberty 
10 cheok aitendence of studants and impose 
fine on those who dropout. They oxercie 
similar aupervision and contol over th 
teachers and report to tho educational 
‘authorities against those who negieet in 
teaching and attending schoo! timely and 
regularly, 


Other welfare sctvities which fall on thoir 
shoulder aie construction and. reve of roads 
and bridges. The Game appoint persons 
who are selected from emong. the villogers 
to supervise develoomental sctvties, The 
tenure of appointment is ordinarily for 8 
Petlod of two yeors. No payment is made 
for the service randored by supervisors 
But such honorary services are considered 
Virtuous and people fos! obliged to regard 
them as village leaders, 


‘The Gams arrange worship of village doltios 
Which involves. sacrifice of snimals and 
performance of magico-reigious rites, At 
this sacrifice the deltas who act as the 
Guardian of the village are invoked to ward 
‘off calamities and epidemic dlsestes and 
Drotect the crops from tho depridaion of tho 
‘animals, When tho time for abandoning 
‘ld jhum fields and selecting the new ones 

‘the Gams take the. initiative in this 
Mie the duty of the Gams to select 
the new —jhum fields, and ster. jhumming 
there, Thereafter thelr co-vilagers follow 
‘ult 


According to the convention ond customary 
‘usage every adult person of the  villago Ie 
recognized a8 a non-official momber of tho 


POLITICAL. . 


olu Kebang. Both men and women above 
15 yoars of ge aro eligible wo atwend Kebang 
meeting. Generally, womon do not attend 
Kebang meeting unless the cases in which 
‘they aro nvolved come up for discussion. 
But Inthe case of men their 

in every Kebang meeting is. regular and 
compulsory. Any one pregont in_tho meating 
‘may speak and no one is allowed to uso 


harsh words whilo putting forward his 
figuments ond points of view. When 
somo one is specking he is rarely interrupted 


‘and a sklled orator goes on apeaking without 
pause for a long tim 


dona tome wrong to 
‘another person of tho village the lator 
lodges a complaint against the former in 
the Kebang and appeals to the chiot and othor 
Gams of the Kebang to arbitrate the cases 
and award him justice. On receipt of the 
‘complaint the chief makes it known to 

elders of the villages and summons to the 
‘complainant and defendant to the Kebang 
fon a dato fixed by the Gams. On the 
‘appointed day the poopla assemble at tho 
Kebang Hall. Generally. the Kebang meeting 
is hold oltherin the marning orn the evening. 
Minor cases take only a few hours or a day 
to-ettle, Butit is not unusual fora debste 
concersing cases of complicated — nature 
to last for saverel days or months together. 
Tn such cases several stings of tho Kebang 
‘are arranged to hear the vorsions of the 


When a person hat 


partes, the opinion of the co-vllegers and 
amine tho witnesses and take note of 
idonces. from iferent sources, Once 


frguments of the parties and_ all persons 
‘concerned havo been heard and interpreted 
fand examined the Kebang Abus artive at 
their declsion and moke it public at tho final 
svssion of tho Kebang. The composition 
‘and working of tho Kebang can best bo 
‘demonstrated by concrete example based 
fon a fow caso studies which | Investigated 
ftome years back. Though  concltions might 
hhave boon different now under the present 
‘administrative arrangements, | have presented 
‘the cases in the ethnographic. present, 


Pakam is a Gallong village situated at 
distance of & Kms. from Along. In this 


village there are four Gams namely Hors! 
Loy, Horba Loyi, Kyir Lomi and Kuya Kamduk, 
Besides those Gams there aro two village 
leaders Kemto Loyl and Jumsen Kamduk end— 
fone village Panchayat member Moba Loyi, 
‘Tho village loaders andthe Panchayat 
‘member ae included in tho Kebang as members, 


Tho Gams aro selected not 
voto but by goneral consensus of opinion 
ff tho existing Gams. and infuontia! people 
‘of the village. Women have no role to play 
in tho solection of Gams. After choosing 
4 person for the post of Gam tho existing 
village Gams inform it 10 the Deputy 
Commissioner, tho local adminitrtive 
chief stationed at Along. On gotting this 
information the Deputy Commissioner fixes 
day an which to confor the ile Gam on 
the proposed. incumbent by presenting 10 
him the Red Cost. the insignia of official 
recognition as vilage Gam. No service 
tenure. Is. fixed for the post of Gam. A. 
person can continue in this post ill his 
death provided he is. tree from all vices and 
does not commit any crime by which his 
prestige and position is st stoke and his, 
reputation is tarnished, 


by majority 


Pskam comprisos threo chans—Lovi, Kamduk 
‘and Lomi, As Loyi clan is numerically largor 
than tho Kamduk and Lomi two Gams 
fate selected from the major clan and ono 
from each of the minor clans. ach Gam 
represont his clan in the Kebang end whenever 
‘any inter-clan dispute arises ho holps to 
‘atte it In unison with 
‘thor clans, 

“The head Gam of Pakam is. Horsl Loy! who 


Is selected to this. post by unanimous 
decison of the Gams of the Kebeng and 


Iinfluontial people of the village. Horsl 
Lyi lean elderly porson having good 
command over customary laws and va 


‘xperionce In setting dlaputes and Kebang 
‘administration, 


‘The post of village leader Is not traditional. 
It hae originated. with the introduction of 
Panchayati Ra} Systom in Arunachal Pradesh. 
‘The Kebsang Abus and the Panchayat mombers 


‘of the village select tho vilago leaders and 
recommend their name to the Deputy Com- 
missioner for official recognition, General 
persons of younger age-group with active 
habits foity good acquentance with Kebang. 
meetings are eligible for the post of viloge 
loadoss. Thero is no tenure fixed to. tho 
ost. "A person can work as village leader 
throughout his lif, Those village leaders 
who ore endowed with above average 
Involigenco snd merit are promoted to the 
eat of village Gam, 


‘The dutiee of the village leadore are 10 
Inform tho date cn. which Kebsng sessions 
‘re held and attend auch sessions and help 
tho Gams and Panchayat  momber at tho 
time of -arbation of ceses by offering their 
opinions and vosions. They function 
mainly as essistants to Kebang Abus and 
village Panchayat members and act according 
to thoir instructions, 


Bango Kebeng 

Tha next higher tor of politics! unit ie 
Bango Kebang which consists of a group 
cf contiguous Dol Kebsngs. The member 
fof Dolu Kebangs which meke a Bango 
Kebang vaies from one case to the othe 
‘The Dolu Kebangs which are adjacent to 
fone snother end do not have any physical 
barriers like fill, sivere, ete, forms Bango 
Kebang, Tho Abus or Gams of the Doly 
Kebangs which constiure a Bango Kebang 
function as iis rembore and therefore are 
called Bango Abus. In Pasighet area thore 
‘19 a8 many as thineon Bangos and. the 
rnumbor of constituent Doli Kebangs varies 
from one Bango to the other. 


The meeting of Bango Kebang is hold 
in somo suitable place located within the 
Bango ares. A new house called Bango. 
kum ia buil ot this place for the siting 


‘of the Bengo Kebang. The Gengo Abus 
avsomblo at the Bango. Ekum on appointed 
dys to diacuss inter viloge problems, and 


davelopmental schomes such a8 construction 
of roads and bridges and 0 disposo off 
Iner-viloge disputes and quarrels. The 
Bango Kebang takos up all types of casos 
‘except murder eases adjudication and 


til, The murder casos and some other 
0868 which the Bango Kebang fala to 
decide are refered to tho local administrative 
Chiat for wial and action, 


Bogum Bokang Kebang 

Bogum Bokeng Kobang is tho apex 
political unit among tho Gellong and Minyong 
8f the Siang division. It comprises many, 
Bangos. Tho chief and tho membors of 
the Bogum Bokang Kebang are seloctad 
from among tho Bongo chiefs and Bango 
Abus, Tho qualtying characteristics of tho 
chief of Bogum Bokang  Kebang mainly 


honesty, laadership, intelligences, politeness 
fend command ever customary laws and 
Uibat_ justice, experience in conducting 


Kobang meetings and deciding cases 


‘The types of esses which come under 
Bogum Bokeng —Kabang's jurisdiction for 
trial and action are. inter-vilago and intr- 
Bango boundary dleputes, village 
uattels over lend under shifting cukivation 
cuhivation. Murder 
|. Many 
developmental projects such as. construction 
‘and repair of ‘roads and bridges, and educa 
tional institutions are taken up by the supreme 
Kebang for implementation in the area of 
its jurisdiction, 


‘and other types. of 


Customary Laws 
‘and the Minyona, 

‘The Gallong and Minyong wibsl groups 
have no scipt of thelr awn and. therefore 
their customary laws are unwrlten and are 
‘only memory, For this reason there may 
bo variations. and flexibility from ono. area 
to the other in customary laws. No 
theless tho basic tenets which govern 
the laws are the same ovary whoro through- 
‘out the tonitory. Some of the customary 
Jawa of the Gollong and Minyong (padam, 
pesi) aro mentioned below, 


among the Gallong 


Customary laws concerning social aspects: 


Divorce, is very common among the 
Gallong and the Minyong, It takes place 
‘duo to the following ca 

(a) Either spouse falling In tove with 


‘other person, 
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(2) Banenness of the wile, 
(@) Remarniage of the husband, 


(d) Wibehaviour of wife with her parent” 
Inclaw, 


(2) Adultery commited by either of 
the couple, 


(1) Wiegal sex-elationship of any one of 
‘the. couple with other person. 


't divorce occurs with the willingness of 
both parties, no fine is imposed on sny 
pany. But the matter is relered to the 
village Kebeng which charges from each 
Barty @ fee, weogni (charge for a Kebang 
sitting) which varies from Ra. 5 to Rs. 25. 
{In such a ca8@ tho i's ether will heve 10 
return the bride-price to the gue husband. 


1 a Gallong woman divorces her husband 
and comes beck 10 her parent's home. end in 
that case Hf she Is proved guiky by the 
Kebang, her husbend gets back the bride-price 
from his father-in-law along with an axa cow 
‘and nithum as pagdum (fine) and. the Cams 
‘of the village Kebsng are paid Re. 60 
to Rs. 100 by the parents of the divorced 


If the divorced woman tomatrios the 
Kebang imposes fine on her second husband 
Which if double the amount of the bride-prica 
tuiven by the first husband. This amount 
is pald to the fit husband. The Gams 
fof the Kebang are also paid Re. 60 to 
R.. 100 by the second husband. Among 
the Minyong for such cases. the woman's 
party hes to ge @ fine of Re. 600, 


‘Among the Gallong and the Minyorg: 
premarital sexual lationship with if! 
lis not considered crime and no fine is imposed 
‘on the man. Among the Minyong if the 
‘itl become pregnant. the case comes 10 
the Kebang. In this case if the git has 
‘ven birth to a male child, the man is compelled 
to many her. If in such a cose 8 female 
child ie bor, the man is not obliged to 
‘marry her. This female child is brought 
up by the girs parents and receives her 
title fom them. But among the Gallong 


‘the usege is some what different. Among 
‘them if the man refuses to merry the git 
hho hes 10 pay @ fine in the minimum of 
Rs. 150. The female child born to. her is 
‘brought up by her parents and when the 
child grows up she adopts the clan. the 
‘name of her mothers’ parents. In case of @ 
‘malo child he is brought up by the illegal 
father. The legitimate children are not 
looked down upon in the Minyong and 
Gallong societies, 


In the case of adultery with a woman, 
the husband of this woman lodges a complaint 
in his village Kebang. He may sither divorce 
his wie or demand yopoth (fine for adultery) 
‘from the aduterer. Among tho Minyong 
the yopoth varies from Fs,600 to Rs, 1,500 
depending on the economic 

‘the adultere, whereas among 1 
it varies from Rs. 180 10 Ra, 1,600, it 
both the woman and tho man who have 
committed adultery are proved equally 
uty, the Kebeng imposes a fine of Re. 30, 
(0n the former and Rs. 150 on 

This fine collected from the _adultorer and 
adulteress are paid to the Gams of their 
village Kebang. 


It 2 couple continues to quarrel with each 
cther and dislike wach other the Kebang 
inerveres between the couple and. tres 
to settle the dispute. If the Gams. fall in 
their attempt they ry t0 seperate them and 
arrange thelr divorce without imposing 
‘any fine on ether party and without asking 
the wile's parents to return the bride-price 
to the husband. Among the Gallong if 
‘separation takes place the bride-price he 
10 bo retumed to the husband by the wife's 
parents. 


Rape ig @ serious offence and the Kebang 
imposes a fine of Rs. 800 or more on the 


father’s brother's daughter is looked down 
{pon in. thelr society. Among the Minyong 
the accused eteon has to pay 2 fino of 
Rs, 100 to the Kebeng and he hes 10 
obsrve a ritual in which @ mithunis sacsificed 
and all the clan members are. Invited to, 
ke_mest, pong (deer) and rice. If both 
the man and the woman ara proved guilty, 
fing is imposed on both of them and this 
fine is deposited in the Kebang fund for 
use in the communal functiens. Among 
tho Gallong in such cases the accused 
man his to pay 2 fine which varies fom 
Rs, 250 to Rs. 1,000 along with urogoni 
fof Rs, $0 and sometimes a mithun. Tho 
‘accused woman also give wragoni of 
Rs. §0 to the Kebsng. Urogoni_ is 
just ike court fee charged by the Kebang 
for its siting on both parties. This fee is 
higher inthe. case of the sexual offences 
than other offences. The Urogoni and fine 
Uup to Rs, 100 are listibuted among the 
Gams. If the amount exceeds Rs. 100 
‘eis deposited in the Kebsng fund to be 
uill2ed in. communal functions. 


Polygamy is practised among the Gallong 
‘and the Mioyong. A man may mary for 
the second time with or without the consent 
ff his first wife. But in such casos the fest 
‘wife may divorce her husband who is entitled 
to get back the bride-price. 


Disputes between the cowives are settied 
by the Kebang and there is no question of 
punishment or payment of fine in such cases, 


Indicated above payment of bride- 
price is in vogue among the Gallong and 
the Minyong. If the bride-gtoom does 
ot pay it dispute arises between groom's 
party and bride's party, But such disputes 
fre nct referred to the village Kebang because 
‘any non-payment of bride-price means loss 
‘of face and prestige on the part of the husband. 
Ie je also 2 matter of shame on the part 
ff the bride not to get the bride price. In 
‘such situation the parents try 10 bring 
‘their daughter back home and donot let 
hher go. back to her husbond’s house unless 
land until the bride-prce is paid. 


Costomary Laws concerning property 

When any dispute conceming land takes 
lace between 180 villagers, ether of them 
‘may lodge a complaint in the Kebang for 
2 pesceful setvement of the dispute. The 
head Gam fixes a day 10 conduct an inquiry, 
On the appointed day every house-hold ‘head 
‘and elderly persons of the village go to 
the spct and try to find out the stone tine 
or the row of Taku of Jack-fuit trees which 
were planed slong the boundary line by 
the forefathers of the persons concerned 
2nd delineate the disputed lands, 


Every Gollong and Minyong village has 
forests sniddons and cultivated 
fas village boundary. Interv 
a1@ Gemarcated by taku ot 
‘grown on the boundary line and also. By 
fatural objects such as hill hill steam, water 
channel and any femliar block of stone, 
Any body can ecquire land for cultivation 
within the village boundary by clearing the 
village forest. 


Each house hold has also its own forost 
within the village boundary. a person, 
‘cus trees ina forest which belongs to some 
‘one else the owner of the forest dows 
‘ot mind it if the wood is cut is for home 
consumption and not for sale. it Ie 
proved 1 for sale the owner of the 
forest reports the mater 10 the Kebang 
IW the case is proved that the wood which 
was cut was for sale the Kebang imposed 
2 very heavy fine on the wood cutter. Genera 
ly the fine imposed is double the amount 
Of the price of the wood. According to the 
‘customary laws no one is allowed to 
cut tees either for sale of for own consumption 
im the forests not belonging to hie village 
‘Any breach of thi law results in inter-village 
‘conflict and necessitates arbitration jointly 
bby the Kebang of both villages. 


‘As pointed out above every village hi 
naturel boundaries demarcated by hill 
‘sreams, tills and tees and every inter- 
village boundary has its own nome, The 
people concerned recognize their inter 
village boundaries and donot tresspass any 
‘time for any thing. The cases of ese 
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passing a9 refered 10 the Kobangs of 
both villages, Tho Gams and the elders 
‘of bovh villages assemble on a particular 
ay fixed. for this. purpose eta convenient 
place on the boundary line and settle the 
‘case. The person who is proved guity 
is fined a pig or @ cow or in more seriouscoses 
‘2 mithum. If the property which is illegally 
‘used belongs to the community the fine 
440 imposed upon the wesspasser is ulized 
In common by the village to which the proreny 
belongs. if the property belongs. to an 
Individual the fine is shared by the Gams 
{and tho person to. whom the property belongs, 


lend wos disposed of 
‘only by barter ‘system. But things have 
changed now and poople ere now selling 
their land mosily fer money, When some 
fone isin trouble oF Is il, bo. soll his lend in 
‘exchange of manoy pig oF calo oF oram 
(traditional metal pot). Generally, © member 
‘of his. olan purchasow his land and no. sale= 
dead is executed, for this purpose, only 
verbal agreement ix sufticont for sranstorting 
fownorahip from the solor to the. buyer 


Few yoo ago, 


‘A peraon may cukivate © piace of Jhum 
land bolongiig to snother person of his 
‘own villege oF neighbouring village on a 
cconirect avis for period of two years on 
peymont cf a pig worth Rs, 60 to. the 
land owner, This syetom is callod Plan 
‘After the contract period is over the land 
ravorts 10 the over. Any bieach of the 
Conditions tipulaged inthe construct Is 
refered co tho Kebung for arbitration 


Tho Jhum lands 


fo not surveyed ond 
sortled and therefore the scroogo of oach 
ploco of land under humming and ite 
valuation are not available in any record 
But thore ste Indigenous methods by 
which the extent of land under Jhumining 
plot by plot can be secerained and  volua- 
tion of each hum land dotermined. One 
fof the methods of mensuring land is seed 
rato and the value of the land is. determined 
In terme of pigs and cows, For example, 
if a piece of land requires one egain (a 
local measure) of paddy seods its value 
will be one pig worth Fs. 80/-. If another 
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pleco of land needs four eagine of seeds 
its cost will be one cow warth Ra, 200/- 
The velue of wet land is higher then that 
‘of the Jhum lands. The cost of land varies 
from village 10 village depending unon 
uality of a 


10 
land and domand for I 


Landed property is _patitioned. among 
the sons after the death of thar father 
According 19 the customary laws the 
Youngest son is entitled to got move than 
halt “of his father's property and the 
Yomsini-3 portion is itiouted equal 
‘among vier bicthers, So:nwtimes tho 
co-pertitionere do net divide the. land among 


themeolves. They. cukivete the lands 
jointly and dlvide the produce among 
themaclves. equally. Onughters have. no. 


Fight to. inheritance of their paternal propery 
They te entitled to maintenance only and 
fatter they are marsied they leave” thuir 
parental house and sotto down In tho 
Fewdenco of their husbands, “A widow may 
return to her fathor'® house and Int 
ave sho is given some land to. eulivate, 
for her maintenance, But she dows not 
have any possessory right over her parental 
and 


Ordinally a, widow 
come back to her father's house because 
sho does not ger good reception at hor 
fearont's place. Tho reason for thie fe that 
he Gallong and Minyong. believe. that the 
misfortune which hae been responeible for 
making har widow may bofll on her brothors 
wives by hor physical contact with thom. 
Under such ciroumstances she tries 10 get 
hereoit remarried as quickly a6 possible 


dows not want to 


In Gellong and Minyong societies a widow 
ots a second husband easily because In 
the second merriage the man does not 


have to pay any brid: 


Disputes regarding partition of parental 
house among the sons are very rare, bocause, 
itis very easyt0 build new houses, Materials 
eeded for construction of houses are 
Feadily aveilable in tho habitat and the 
villagors help in building each other's houses. 
Any dispute over movable property among 
co-sharere such as ornamonts, livestock, 


Gee Tor covey Tloned wo the Tabane 
for sortloment. These manee sie leave 
sexiee by clan members, 


All disputes conceming lend are refered 10 
the Kebang for atbiation. In ease. tho 
Gams fail 10 ative at any decision they 
refer it 10 Nyibo traditional pres. of the 
village. The prlast performs certain magico: 
religious rites and invokes tho supematwat 
power to help him ja. this mamor. As the 
People in gararst believe strongly in supemns 
‘uralism they abide unfai:ngly by the decisions 
‘oF the pias: The magieo-eigious pracices 
Which aro resorted to in complicated land 
disputes are called Roksin and itis by these 
practices the priest is able to say who is 
the cuner of the dlaputed lend and who is not 


Not only the complainant and the defendent 
but also tho Gams of the Kebang take the 
findings of the priest af 

‘The garson who is declared 
the disputed property pays a 
10 the Kebang and Rs. 4/- 
“The person wha is defeated in 
also t0 pay a foe of Rs, 8/- to the Kebang. 


the Bogum Bokan Kebang. 
Imposed on tho accused party goes up to 
Rs 1,200/- In the complicated cases which 


heceastare several sessions and stings 
cf the Kobang for erbitretion. 


Many hill seams and rivess are flowing in 
the Gallorg and Minyong county. Every 
village has right over water of that portion 
Cf the rivor and hill stream which flow in 
its oundery. Again the portion of the river 
which falls to a vilage is divided among 
the households. Esch household builds 
‘hut close to its portion of the river and uses 
water and catches fish from thie portion. 
No tresspassing ether by any co-villager 
for by ony outsider is allowed. Caso of 
ttessnassing are refered to the Kebang and 
the tresspaseers are liable to pay compensation 
which varies from Rs. 250 10 Rs. 600, 
to the owner and 8 fine of Rs. 50 with 
Urogoni of Rs.10 payable to the Kebers. 
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Tiss of helt snd nosing sgrcuhural 


produce ae uncommon in. the Gallong and 
‘winyong vileges 


ln cose such casos occur 


‘ouity cer200 is charged compensation and 
fine at sa'es which depend upon the nature 


Some cases of stecling paddy occur in the 
‘of April anc May when crops. are 
rnewuralcalemitios and by 
‘insects and depredation of 
any one steals paddy 
‘from other's granary called Nehu by Gallong 
end Kuso by Minyong the Kebang 
imposes # fine of Rs. 100 to Re, 600 
compensation of a mithun and Urogoni 
of Re. 10. Mithun is. givon to the ownor 
‘of the granary and the fine and Urogani 
0 the Gams of the Kebang. Stealing 
‘sanding crop isa less serious offence than 
‘stealing paddy from granary. In the former 
‘case the ainourt of fine and compensa: 
ton charged on the accused is less. In 
cave compensation amounts to 1/2 
‘Mihun or a cow or Re, 150 tho fine 
varies from Rs, 50—Rs. 100 and Urogoni 
‘of Rs. 10. If any gevson ie unable to pay 
the compensation and the fine his clan 
‘members come forward 10 help him by 
‘contributing something to him for the 
payment of the penalties, 


‘Other things which are generally stolen 
from the fold are fruits, maize, potatos, 
millet, arum, cucumber, ete. Any thoh 
of orange, jackfrut. banana, ete, ie sito 
‘rot uncommon. Taku leaves re also 
stolen from the forest. In such cases the 
Kebang imposes a fine of Re. 26/- and 
Urageni of Rs. B/-. If any clan mamber 
seals these things, no fine is imposed. 


lf any person steals a hen from any house 
hhehas to paya fine of Fs, 25 end Urogory 
of Re 


‘The person who sissls any movable property 
‘rom any house has io pay double the amount 
‘of the cost of the object stolen along with 
Uregor 


POLITICAL... 


If any body steals cow or mithon, he has 
10 give two similar coms or mithins payable, 
‘28 compensation 10 the petuun whose. 
cattle were stolen and a fine Rs. 59 

Urogeni cf Ps, 10 peyeble re the Ke 


Cases of any neglect in repayment or 
non-peymant of | dobre elther in cash of in 
kind are rare inthe Gallong and #Ainyorg 
societies. If anybecy fle to char the oDt 
the matter is refered to the Kebsng whove 
‘upon the Gams ask the dabior 1o clear the 
‘borrowed cash or kind, to. the cmditor on a 
particular date and charge Urogon ut Re. 10 
payable to the Kebsng. If any body boxrows 
paddy trom a co-vilager and does not pay 
back in time the sender lodges a complzint 
agtins: the borrower in tha Kebang, 
the case is. proved true the Kebang asks the 
borrower to return the paddy oF pay in cash 
at the rate of Rs. 10 par Eygin of paddy 
10 the lender alongwith Rs. 5 as Urogon! 
payable 19 the Kebang, 


Community works and customary laws 
In avery Gallong and —Minyong —vilage 
certain community works are performed by 
all the villagers together for their own benefit 
Every villager has to contribute his labour #8 
allowed 10 him by the Kebang Some of 
the important community works are a8 follow: 
(a) Fencing of the cultivated lands 
‘and the village. Evary year in the 
months of Febuary, March and 
‘April village Kebang sits with a 
the villager and assigns work of 
fencing to thevilagers. Fencing of 
the cultivated land is required 
for protecting the crops from the 

pigs. cattle and. mithuns. 
(2) Construction and reparing of dwelling 

houses 


(2) Clearing of forest land 


(2) Construction of indegerous water 
channels. 

(@) Construction and vepaic of the village 
toads and bridges 

(1) Communal hunting festivals 


(9) Cemmunst ‘aligious festivals 
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For sli such commune! activiies the 
Kebeng mesiing is called and all the adult 
male mambers of the village are informed 
to parceipan in tho work. If any one does 
ot teke pert in those works, the Kebang 
limposes 2 fine ct Aa. 4en that person, 


Thare are 3 few occasions when ail 
the persons of a village observe taboo 
for some days. Some of those occasions 
Be listed below. 


(2) Wivon 2 death occurs in the village 
‘eopie observe taboo and stop doing 
any work on that day. 

Wa vilagor is bitten by snake of 
attacked by eny wild animal the 
villagers donot do any out-doot 
‘work that day. 

any murder caso takes place in 
the village the vilagors observa 
taboo for thee days and donot 
60 any field werk those doys, 


To keop the epidemic diseases in 
check "all people observe boo. 
The Kebong summons all people 
to 8 meeting and asks thom to 


) 
7) 


) 


that the epidemic diseases causing 
‘death of people, and animale, 
do not break out in the village, 
‘The days on which the tuale are 
‘observed. the day preceding. the 
ritual and the day following. the 
tituals are observed: taboo and on 
‘hess 

people ae 


‘werk of any other work in the 


Assutt and Insult and customary Laws 
Now-a-days murder casos are very rare 
‘among the Gallong and the Minyong. But 
1& the time of quarreling it any person rises 
‘soto cut the other person, he is considored 


a ig 


‘as gulty-and fined Rs. 200 by the Kebang 
Besting.a person at the time of quarreling 
‘is not uncommon among them. In such 
‘caves the Kebeng imposes fine according 
to the gravity of the case. 


Wan eldorty person is insulted by any 
younger person for no fault of his tho lator 
fs find heavily by the Kebang. Customorily 
the accused person is asked 10 prepare 
‘Apong and mest, cuny and request all 
tho elderly people of the village to partake 
tho same. Moreover he has also to bog 
‘apology and expross tegreat for his misboha- 
viout 


Case Study 1 

Petkioner Shri Kardak Kamayi_ of 
walk village. 

Respondent Shei Boken Exe. Poli- 


took an “ES60" (Mithun) from 


Kemaying” 


catch fish and _use_water from 
‘of the fiver. This was of couse a 
‘ld event. it happened during the Brian 
time, Since then, a couple of generations 
has passed and now Shi Kardak Kamnyi 
had brought a sult against Shri Boken Erte 


belonged to him and It was not taro thet 


his foretathors had given these portions. 
‘of the river to tho forwlathers of Boken Ete. 


Accordingly all the Political Interpreters, 
Gams and. leaders held a Kebang on 19th 
September 1970 In Along. 


1m the Kebang tho _petioner Shri Kardake 
Kamnyi sald that it Shri Boken Ete could 
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{furnish any wiess, then he would withdraw 
his claim over the portions of the river, 
“The Kebang asked Mr. Boken Etto to produce 
‘witness in his favour. In the Kebang held 
‘afer seven days of the previous Kebang 
‘Shri Boken Ere produced the following 
ersons as witness who are as follows: 


1. Shri Minde Ewe, Spl. grade Political 
Interpreter (.1.)Along. 


Villages 
village. 
Villager Ess village 


of 


2. Shui Horduk Ene 
Kuging 


3. ShviGoi Ett» 
4. ShuiKige Ess, 
5. StviKore Ente, .. Gam, Bono village 


Decision—Finding the above witness, 
12 Kebang was held for the third time on the 
{th October 1970 at Along and in. that 
Kebeng it was decided that Stvi Boken Ete 
lsthe legal owner of the portions of the river. 
{nail 21 persons coneisting of Gams, Leaders 
including 3 political interpreters were present 
‘in Kebang and. passed the decision to Deputy 
Commissioner for spprovsl 


Kebang was presided over by Shri Digong 
‘Tetok, Political Jamadar Grade-l, Along 


Approval have gone through the above 
Kebang proceedings end cceot the decision 
‘of the Kebang.” 


Dated, Along. 
‘Tho 18th January 1971. 


Case Study 2 
Complainant... Shri Gobs Ado, Pakam 
village. 

Respondent ‘Stvi Dukjum Erte, Darkang 
village. 


‘Shi Moka Ene, Gam, 
Darkang village. 


‘History—Shsi Gobo Ado of Pekam villaga 
had bought a plot of land just near the 
‘Assam Rifle comp at a cost_of Rs. 200 
fonly from Shri Moka Ette, Head Gam, Daskang 
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village, As Shri Gebs Ado reclaimed the land 
‘developed iigation channols and made it 
arable. 

He planted fruit plants all round tho land 


Lator ono Shi Dukjum Ete of Darkong 
village objected to it and challenged the 
fight of the Gobs Ado to this land, and forcibly 

farted cultivating it, This led to-a sores of 
‘quarreling between Dukjum Eto and obs 
‘Ado. Finding no other altornative Goba 
lodged © complaint against Kukjum in the 
Kebang at Pang. 


‘A Kobong was hold at Along under the 
Cheirmanship of Shei Tapang Taki, Head 
Political Interpreter. Both the partios woro 
summoned and Dukjum Eite was  acked to 
faiven explanation for his deed. While ox 
blaining. the situation. Dukjum Etta severely 
fattacked Meka Etto (who. was absent. in tho 
Kebang) disclosing that the plot which wes 
sold by Meks Ette to Gebs Ado did. not belong 
to Meka Ette. Rather it belonged to him, 
Moreover he questioned the Kebang whether 
‘Moka Ette has the right to sell cther’s land ? 


‘The members of the Kebeng find it 
ifficuk 10 arrve_at any decision In absence 
fof Meka Erte. Therefere Moka Ene was 
Summoned and was asked 10 prosent in the 
Kebang meeting on the Scheduled date, 


Inthe Kebang, Moka Ewe admited the 


‘charge made by Dukjum Ett 


Decision (1) Shei Dukjum Exo was 
eked by the Kebang to reimbural tho amount 
a8 follows -— 


fe, 
400 


‘Expenditure Incurted for dveloping 
tho nd, 


Costof the plot 


Tow! 


(1), This Include tho cost of the frit 
‘wes planted by Geba Ado, Tho above 
jum of Rs, 600 was to be paid by Dukjum 
Ette to Geba Ack: 
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(2) Shri Moka Ee wap asked to give a 
plot of land of the samo. szo to. Shri Dukjum 
Eo against the amount paid by Dukjum 
Eto which was to be pald by Moka Ete to 
Goba Ado, This amount relatos to Rs. 200, 
the cost of the land, which Moka Este 
took from Gobs Ado, AS Moka EMto expross= 
‘04 his inability to pay Re, 200 to Guba Ado, 
Dukjum Ete agreed to pay the amount on 
condition that Meka Ette should give him 
{plot oguivalant of tho monwy paid by him, 
‘The Kebang granted the agreement, 


Furthor the Kebang passed order to 
complete all transactions within 10 days. 
Accordingly all the transactions wore comple 
ted within the period prescribed by Kebang 


Th dicision of tho Kebang was. approved 
by the Deputy Commissioner, Along, 


Members. of Kebang 


‘The following members constuted the 
Kebang to settle the ease. 
1. SheiTapang Taki... HP. 1. (Hoad Politi 
‘al Interpreter) 
2. Minde Exe PA 
3. Tado Amo PA 
4, Bojor Gama Pi. 
5. Hongo Ete PA. 
6, Mareok Eas} Pl. 
7. Bobin Ado, 
Gamsand 
8, Rato Ado 


Many other Game and leaders. of ltforent 
villogos wero prosant ia ho Kobang, 


Cove Study 3 
Pattioner Tomin Kango 
e 
Kimar Keto 
Respondent Gumse Kero 


Case Study 3 
Petitioner s+ Tomin Kango 
e 
Kimar Keto 
Respondent Gumde Kato 


Briel history —Shei Kimar Keto deposed 
that when Shi Tomin Kango a slave from 
‘Tagin Area came 0 Ngomukh, he become 
friendly with him, offered a portion of his 
‘own jhum land and permitted him to cultivate 
the land after clearing the forest. 


But Shi Gumde Kato deposed that the 
land cleared by Shi Tomin Kango belonged 
to him and not to Kimar Ksto and thorefore 
he refused Tomin Kango to construct the water 
channel to this land. 


‘Shri Tomin Kango in his tum deposed 
that he was @ friend of Kimar Kato who give 
him the land. He developed the land and 
‘dug a channel to supply water to it. He 
pleaded that he should be given right of 
‘ownership over the lané as he hed cleared 
the plot. 


was ¢ase of grest complexity and the 
parties were not szzsfied with the decisions 
‘ven by the Dolung Kebang. The deci.ion 
‘was that Tomin Kango would he paid Rs. 30 
by Gumda Kato towards the labour cherges 
{or clearing the forest and the land would 
bbe given back by Tomin Kango to Gumde 
Kato. No_ party vias satisfied with this 
decision, The matter was iofered to the 
Kebang at Along and Bojar Gamlin and 
Manum En. P. lof Kebang at Aong gave 
2 different dicision canceling 
ocilon, They fixed the boundary berwoen 
the lund of Kimor Kato and Tomi Kengo and 
‘Gave the decision thet the central plot would 
bo rettined by Tomin Kango. Kimar Keto. and 
Gumde Kato wore not satislied with this 
judgement end the case remained unsolved. 
Avfaw dayt latet, however Tomin Kengo) 
fon the advise of Jomiya Nagomukh, P. 1. 
‘agreed 10 soll the land to Gumde Kato and 
Some people of Nagomukh village went 
the spot to mark the bourdsty of the disputed 
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land. But this did materialised because 
Kimar Keto protested it and this led to 

‘serious quar! between Gumde Keto and 
Kimar Kato, Gumde Kato alloged that Kimar 
Kato had set fire to his field hut and vice 
verse. As. it was hot possible on the part 
‘of Kebang to arive at any decision for 
‘amicable settlement the mato. was reterred 
to the Deputy Commissioner for tral on the 
21st March 1970, The Deputy Commissioner 
ff Siang Distt visited tho disputed area 
‘ond interviewed both the parties. gams and 
‘others of Ngomukh village, —Aftor hearing 
‘the case the Deputy Commissioner passed 
the following judgement on the 19th May 1970, 


(1) “Since the slavery has been done 
away with after the attoining of Independence 
bby our Country Tomin Kang> could rot be 
called 2 sieve.” 


(2) In the “BATERIJO CASE” it ha 
bbeon decided that anyone who cleared the 
jungle and made the land suitable for wot 
‘cultivation ipso feero became the owner of 
the ssid cleared land. By the above token 
Shri Tomin Kango, 2 freeman will become th 
‘owner of the plot cleared by him and his 
right of ownership cannot be questioned. by 
Gumde Kero or Kimar Keto or anyone else. 


(3). Tomin Kango, however, wishes 
to sel his plot of land then he must fist cive 
the choice to Shei Gumde Kato, the ewnor 
fof the adjacent plot to purchase, He 
will not be allowed to part with the land 
ff Kimar Kato overiding the claim of Gumde 
Kato. 


‘The sbove decision willbe implemented 
fortnwrth and anyone who will question the 
judgement sholl be prosecuted. 


Coxe Stucy ° 
Pechioner ++ Tomi Kongo 
‘Respondent ++ Gude Kato 


Ret: Cose Study No. 3 

History—Tomsin Kango alleged in tho 
villoge Kebang Gumde Kato encroached uron 
fis land which he got a8 per the judgement of 
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{he Deputy Commissioner. He also reported 
that Gunde Kato had obstructed him t0 cult 
ete hit land and bad forcibly harvested. the 
‘sanding crop ftom his land. ‘The Kebang 
‘summoned Tamin Kango and Gumde Kato 
fand the placo fed for the adjudication 
fof the cave was the office of cliclo officer 


Of Liromooe clicle. The cicle officer Shri 
F.C. Chiudhury presided and the Kabang 
‘wos attended by all tho Gams and many 


Villagors of Ngomukh village and adjacent 


Gumdo Kato wes asked why he encroached 
vvopn Tomin Kango's land and harvested. the 
paddy forcibly. In reply Gumdo Kato steed 
{that he hed some confusion  rogarding the 
boundary of Tomia's plot. But in. the cross 
fexamination the Gams. who were. present, 
in the Kebang proved that Gumde Kato. was 
tolling Hie because the boundary was clerly 
rmatked by Deputy Commissioner himself 
‘uring his field ingpection in the prosence of 
the villagers and officers. Regarding the 
harvesting of paddy, Gumde kato admitted 
that he had done it. His elder brother Gumi 
Keto, et that moment exposed. that two of 
their tdends namely Nyemar Kato and Koyt 
Komar instigated them to cisregaré and 
Giscbey the previous judgement passed by 
the Deputy Commissioner. These two persons 
onied the charges at fst, but Kept silent later 
fon and admitted their gv, From — the 
Circumstances it was proved that Gumde 
Kato. deliberately disobeyed the previous 
judgement passed by the Deputy Commission 
fand unnecessarily harassed Tomin Kango 
by enciosching upen his land. The Kebang 
falter examining the cose passed. the following 
judgement which was approved by the circle 
fffeer. The Judgement was eccopted by the 
persons involved in the case 


Judgement—(1) Gude Kato was 
fined Rs. 600. He wos also asked to pay 
{80 10. Tomin Kango for harvesting. the paddy 
forcibly, 


(2) Nyamar Kato and Keyi Komar 
wore fined Ra. 100 each for instigating and 
Inisloading the | Gumde Kato to disregard. the 
previous decision. 


Gumda Kato agreed to abide by the 
Kebang judgement and promised not to 
disturb Tomin Kango in his cultivation in 
future. He, however, prayed. that he should 
bbe given 10 days time upto 25th November 
1970 enabling. him to arrange the amount of 


time andthe Kebang allowed tho timo, The 
Kebong dicted the offenders to deposit, 
the fino with Shi H. Gohain, Headmastor 


‘of Kambang M. E, School within’ tho speciied 
time with instructions igoued to the hoad= 
master to credit. it to the Government fund 
hich is mgant for developmental pruposes. 
‘The offenders paid the fino in time. 


Cose-Study 6 


Compiainant : Yorje Kom 
‘of tho Rego village 
‘ospondent + Tatum Komi J 


Brief history : Yorio Kemi a gam of Rego 
village. lodged at a complaint in the Kebang 
that one Tatum Komi of his village hed in- 
flected fetal injury on his milking Domu (cow) 
a3 result of which the cow and the calf 
iad. The Kebang met on the appointed 
ay and adjudicated tho case and asked 
Tatum Komi to pay a fine of Rs, 2,600 
to Yorje Komi, Tatum did not obey the deci- 
sion of the. Kebang sat in judgement upon the 
request of the complainant. This time the 
‘Anchalik” Panchayat Members Poltical Intor- 
preters, Gams and many vilagers attended 
‘the Kebong, The judgement passed by the 
Kebang was that Tatum Komi was to pay 
a fine of Rs, 1,100 and one Mithun. 
Yori Komi agreed to the decisicn and accor- 
ingly the fine money wae given to. him 
‘The Mithun” (costing RS. 2600) which 
Was given by the offender was left in the 
charge of Yorjo Komi, But unfortunately 
tho Mithun died within 10. days, Yori 
Komi brought a false. allegation against 
eum Komi saying that handing over and 
taking over of the Mithun did not roaly take 
place, Taking thie plea Yorje Komi asked 
‘Tatum Komi and is son. 10 hand over 10 
him the Mithun as par the decision of the 
Kebang. Tetum Komi paid no heod to it 
Being angry Yorje. Komi inflacted injury on 
‘Tatum Komi and absconded from the village 


to be free from the warrant of amect. After 
some days however Yorje Komi came cut 
of his exile and surondered himself before 
the Deputy Commissioner and was there- 
after kept under the custody of CRP. 


‘Ator 9 few days the mattor was brought 
up for discussion, both Yorje Komi and Tatun 
Komi wanted that the cave should be taken 
‘up by the Kebang fortis. Yorge Komi 
Was roleased trom the CRP custody to astend 
the kebeng. 


Judgement—The decision given by the 
Kebang Is as follows: 

(1) Tetum Komi should pay Re. 600 
to Yorie Komi fer cheating Yorje 
Komi by giving him 3 disscsad 
Mithus. 

(2) Yois Komi should pay Rs. 200 
to Tetum Komi ag 2 penalty for 
‘saulting him. 

(3) Both Yerje Komi and Tetum Komi 
should net co shy harm to each 
fothe- and fio peacefully. 1 they 
Wiolate the Kobang order they 
‘will be fined Rs, 1,500 each, 

(4) The Anchslic Panchayat Member 
‘should foswee good telaionship 
between Tatum Kori and Yore 
Komi. 

(6) Lostty, both Yorje Komi and Turum 
Komi a required to execute 
bonds sa gor Indian Criminal 
Procedure Code (C. A. P. C) in 
the presence of Administration 
Officor, Extra Assistant Commissioner 
(oF Cirle Officer 


Kebang Body—The Kebang conprised 
the following members, 


4, Bxang Komi ‘Anshuiik Panchayat 
Member, Rego Anch 

2. Tateng Koji Anehutke Panchayat 
Member Rapum 
‘Anchal 

3, Notsang Ongey .. Grade 1, Pol. Inter- 
‘pretor-Mechuka 
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Grill, Pol. Intor- 
preter; Mechuka 


4. Lingdung Pyur 


5. Gams of Rego 
village. 
8. Gams of adjacent 
villages. 


The above decision was approved by 
EAC. Mochuks. 


Caso Study 6 
Complainants—vilage:s of) 

Damde village | O1 Gallong 

} Taibo 

Recpondents—ilogers of | 

Dossing wiage J 
Ioformant —Tetor Darang 

Political Insert (P10) 

Age 45 Year. 

Pisces 

Polticel Intrpea’s Kober. 
Cotsction {Aloo 


History—There was a _fon p-standing 
boundary dispute between Danda villager 
aad Dessing vitegess, The vilogers of 
Dessing alleged that the villagers of Demda 
ccupined some of their plain lands by 
force and did not agree to setle the matter, 
fefused to attend the Kebang which was 
‘convened for this purpose. The villegors 
‘of Doesing reported the maitr to P, |, Kebang, 
‘Along The P. I. found out that the matter 
hhad not been referred to the Bango Keb 
Since it is an ingor viloge dispute the 


Accordingly the _ Bangs act in Judgement 
and some of the P. Is wore deputed toastst 
the Bangs in deviding the cate. Tho 
villagers of | Oanda did not tum up to the 
Kebeng and thorafore the Kebang wat 
‘adjourned and a few days letor it wos 
held inthe Dossing village.Both tho partion 
wore present and the Kebang heard tho 
‘cate from both of them and tied for an 
‘amicable setement but failed in ther attempt. 
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‘One day the villagers of Dossing 1 
the Dama village and caused large scale 
damage to the viors implemants nd huts. 
On geiting the Information one V, L. W. O, 
Myong, by name made a spot inquity on 
the 19th June 1966 and his epert it reproduced 
below. 


REPORT 
Part 1 


The property camegod by the villagers of 
Dossing on the th June 1966 is categorized 
below, 


4, Minor Irrigation channel of 108. long 
constructed by tho Damda- village at Ba 
hamlet near Abung-Korang (Name of the sito) 


2. Mixed crops of paddy, maize, millet and 
‘vogotables in tha jhum folds of 1,40,000 sq, ft 
In extant of Taking Tapak 


8. Mixed ropa of paddy, maiza, and 
millet inthe Jhumming of 1 ere of Tabang 
Takuke 


4. The comour bunds of 140 ft. long of 
terraced files belonging to Tayak Tokuk, 


'5, Mixed ciops grown in Jhum fields of 
3/4 acre by Tabong Toll, Tame Tali and 
Togum stan, 


6, Tho contour, bunds 390 ft, long of 
terraced fields belonging t0 Tanging Temut 
‘and Tabong Ts 


7, Crops giown in hum felds of 1 1/4 acre 
bby Tasho Tapak ond Tapen choroh, 


8. The contour bunds, 499_ In extent of 
terraced fields of Tanyong Tall and Tasho 
Tapak, 


9. Soed beds of Taguny Tapak 7947 Sq 


ft belonging to Takak Tald, Tamer Tabi. 
TTatong Tapak. and Talung Tal 

Part It 
Agricultural imploments, fruit plants, 


hhuts, destroyed by the Dossing villagers: 


1. Hut of Takong Tapok was burnt 
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2, Following implements of Tabond Takuk: 
Spade 
Axe 


3 Nos, 
1 No, 


3. Hut of Takok Tayak was burnt with the 
following implements: 


Spade 1 Na 
Axo 1 No, 
Dao 1 No. wih — other 
household anictos, 
4, House of Tobe Tali wos burt with 
Implements and Fruit plants. auch as 
Orange 5 woos 
acktuit Vue 
Banana and 5 plants 
Bamboo +B plana 


5, Following implement of Taging Tamut 


Plough 1 
Spode + 8 Nos, 
Axe 2 Nos, 
Deo 8 Nos, 

8. Hut of Tanyong Tali was burnt with 
Implements 

7. Hut of Tasho Tepak was burnt 

8. Some fruit troos of Taham Tali was 
amegod, 

Some othor villagers suffered minor losses 
‘The V. L. W. forwarded tho report to “he 
‘2dminisration on the 18th June 1968, 

Aft this incident the Kebong was held 
in PL, Kebang, Along soveral times with 
all PLAS. Gams of both tho villages and 
other villages and other influential porson 


The head poltical interpreter and political 
Assistant Visited both tho villages but the 
case remained unsettled, The villagers of 
Dossing alleged that the report submitted 
by the V. L. W. regarding the damage was 
fulll of exaggeration and surved no purpose, 


‘The Deputy Commissioner accompained by 
Agricultural officer and political Assistant 
visited the disputed spot and tried for 3 
settlement but cf ro avail. (The dispute 
ramsined unsettied till the year 1872 when 
the field work was carried cut in Along area.) 


Case Study 7 
Petiioner.. Tapany Taki, Politics! Interpreter 
‘Respondent .. During Jerang, Salesman 
Intormant .. Tapeny Taki, Head P. | 
age 45 Yoors 

Place. Ps. Kebang Along 

‘Source Kobang Record File 


‘istory—Duting Jerang. _Seiesman 
Dubin 


of 
Jerang sold fie match boxes 10 

iP. atthe rate of two annas 
In other shops et Along the cost 
‘of 5 match boxes wos 8 anes. Tepang 
Taki roporied the matter in P. |. Kebang. 
Accordingly During Jeang was summoned 
bythe P. |. Kebang. During Jerang appeared 
before tho Kebang but when the hearing 
was going on ha lft the Kebang without 
‘obtaining permission from the Members of 
the Kobong. According tothe rules of the 
Kebang parties involvod in cases are not 
slowed to leave Kebong at the time of 
heaving of theie cases without permission 
trom the Kebang on the mation. 


Decision—The Kebang members fined 
uring Jarong Re. 100 and divects him 
to deposit the money in . 1. Kebsng within 
10 days. He was fined for violating the 
rules of Kebang. In the judgement During 
‘Jerang was wamed not to. sell things at 
igh price. 


Duting Jareng paid the fine to P. 1, Kebang 
within stipulated period and the | amount 
was deposited in the administration to be 
uitlized for developmental purposes. 


Case Study 8 
Petitioner 


Respondent. 


Gomar Kamduk of Kugi village 
Kipu Kamduk of Begra village 
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‘History—Gomat Kamduk of Kugi village 
purchased one mithum from _Kipu. Kamduk 
‘of Baga village. After paving the price 
‘of the mithun Gomar Kamduk expected 
‘that Kipy Kamduk would give him the 
‘mithun. But Kipy Kamduk refused 0 give 
hhim the Mithun. As a rseult a quarrel 
started. between them 


Gomer Karmduk loged a complain against 
Kip in Kamduk, P. 1, Kebang at Along, 
ipa Kamduk was summoned to. the Kebang, 
and the village-Gams of both the villages 
were also summoned to the Kebang 19 
‘offer their views in this manor and help 
‘the politcal interpreter in deciding the 


In the Kebang, Gomer Kamduk blamed 
Kipu Kamduk for cheating him and appealed 
{o the Kebang authority 10 ask Kipu Kamduk 
10 give him tho mithun as he had already 
oid for it. 


Kipu Kamduk as than asked by the 
Kebano why the had not given the mithun, 
Kipu Kamduk could not shc:# any reason 
and just tied to avold the Issue by saying 
land that. The gams of both the villoge 
and P.1. wore thus convined that tho 
logation was tue. 


‘The Kebsng was held on the following 
ay again 10 sole the Issue, All members 
who were present in the Kebang on tho 
Devious dey were also present on the next 
‘ay. including the Gams ot both the villages 
|and the persons involved in tho case. 


After hearing both the perties and examining, 


he case carefuly the Kebarg gave the 
‘ollowing decision, 
Judgement—(1) Kipy Kamduk wat 


rected to hand over the mithum to Gomar 
Kemduk immediatly and if he does not 
fret do, he would be fined severly. 


This decicsion of the Kebang was approved 
by the political officer of Siang District. 
Along 1983. 

In obsdience to this decision Kipu Kamdak 
gave the Mithun to Gomar Kamdak within 
‘Seven days, 
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Case Study 9 
Petitioner—Tabang Tatok, Pang Keng villoge 
‘Respondent—Taring Muize, Pang Keng village 


History—Tabang Tatok and Taring Minzo 
had their jhum fields in one place, The: 
fields wore adjacent to each other. Tabang. 

Taring had left their fields fallow t0 
recuperate. Due to thick growth of forest 
It was not possible to demarcateone field from 
tho other. Tabang claimed a ponion of 
land belonging to Taring as his and Taring 
claimed a portion of land Belonging to. Tabang 
fas his, As a rosult dispute arose between 
‘them and both lodged complaint against 
‘ach other in their village Kebang. 


ln the Kebang mooting it was proposed 
that tho Gams would go to the spot and 
‘demarcate the boundary. On the appointed 
day the vlogs Gams accompained by the 
village elders wont to the spot and after a 
careful survey demarcated the boundary. 
Both tho parties agroed to accept the 
ourdary which was demarcated by the 
Gamo. Both of thom paid urgoniaf Rs. 10 
Which was shared by Gams of the vilage 
find tho dispute woo amictbly settled. 
Some days Iaer Tariog surveyed hie area 
minutely snd thought the lands hed not 
boon demarcated correctly. He defied the 
acisions of the Kebang and encroached 
‘upon a portion of Tebang’s land, Tabang 
complained the matter to the Gams. who 
in tine Informed 10 Pt, Kebeng. Aloog 
‘and told him to come one day to thelr 
village to atta the dispute. From P. | 
Kebang one P|. named Bojar Gamlin was, 
ot t0 help the Goms ia the mater. 


Decision—The village Kebang met _on 
tho appointed day and decided that ROKSIN 
{examination by chickon's hear) would be 
performed to draw the real boundary line 


‘The village-Nyibo (priest) performed tho 
oksin in the presence of Gams and Bojer 
Gamlin, PL on tho disputed jhum folds 
land after the ritual was over he could 
Identify the boundary line and the Gams 
‘asked to follow it sticty failing which 


Yayir Bole 


Responden—Shii Puya Gamlin 


Intormart—Shi Okong Tayong. 
Political. Intorprear 


History — Okong  Tayeng informed that 
‘on ated the 3rd March 1962 Smti. Yayir 
Bole, a tagin slave woman camo to Base 
Superintendont of Liromaba and sought his 
help to make her free from slavery. Sha 
stoted thet she wes purchased from north 
wom sige of Siang dlatict which i 2 Tagin 
‘sea and she belonged 10 Tagin tribe, Hor 
age wes newly 30 yeors, aod she wos 
sorving 28 a slave under Puya Gomiin of 

jour village for more than ton yoo" 
Wow sho come to know that Government 
is taking steps to ebolish slavery and fi 
the slaves of this area. Thorefow she 
requested the bave-Superintondent to. throw 
her off the yoko. 


‘The Baso Superintendent call Paya Garnlin 
eed asked him to release the woman. 
Further he informed Puya Gama 
there wes provision inthe edminietction 
for reimbursement of the smount which ha 
hhad paid to the slave for her sevices, 
But Puya Gamlin refused 1 acoopt any 
money from the Government. He stated 
‘that bo was ‘eady to release the woman 
provided he would get the ~arem" (tra 

‘ional brass-dish) and one Mithun and some 
“Tacos! (Leads) from her relatives who were 
living in Daporjo. The Base Superintendent 
found it difficult to carry on negotiation 
‘any funher and therefore forwarded the 


‘e080 to the political officer, Along who in 
turn forwards it to the Pl. Kebang, Along 
to sit In ludgoment over this mater 


‘The Kebang examined tho case thorughly 
‘and srgued the matter pro_and con and 
ross examined the persons Involved 
‘and rived at the following decision 


Decision—(1) Puya Gamo is ready 10 
ecept  Smul. Yayir Bole as hig "NIKU- 
NYAME" (tom for 2 slave accopied 2s wife) 
ard willkeep. her in his house in Haleipur 
Village. 


(2) Im future, however, if she wishos to 
divorve Puye Gamiin, sho will have 10 
ive him "Nyamdum* (compressing one 
‘Aver, one Mithun and Tedox beads) 


(3) If Puys Gamlin wants to divorce 
‘Emi. Yeyir Bole on his own accard ho will, 


‘not be provided with “Nyamdum", 

(4) From thi dro onward tho dh 
society will accept thom as a mantiod 
couple and raat them ne such without any 
social stigma, 


Both the partes expressed in tho prevonco 
fof tho members that thoy would abide by 
decisions. Then Puys Gamlin aranged 0 t68 
party after which the Kebeng called 
Wa day. 


‘Tho decision of the Kobang was approved 

by the politcal officer, Along. 

Case Study 11 

Pottioner—Shii Domor Dok 

Respondent—Shvi Ngoi Tai, Gam-Gon 

Informant—Shri ator Darang 
Political Interpreter, Along 
Ago—a6 Yrs. 


Genel village 
village 


History :—S1i Tator Darang, Pl. Informed 
that Ngoi Tol_had borrowed a sum of 
s.200/- from Domer Doke of his village 
‘and promised him to pay back the loan in 
three or four months. Nine months passed 
fand Ngo! Tal did not pay the loan, Domer 


a 


Doke requested him soveral times to clear 
the loan but Ngol Tal tumed a doat ear 
to him. Over this issue Domer Doker 
picked up quarrel with Ngol Tal who flatly 
refused to pay the amount and asked Domer 


Boke to do whatever he could. Finding 
‘no way out Domet Doko roferred tho matter 
fo the ~Dolu Kebang” and appealed to 


‘001 legal redress, On receipt of the compla~ 
Int the Kebang set in judgement and summo 
red both the parivs.and tied the case. Tho 
matter was s0 complex that there was no 
‘round to ask Ngoi Toi to pay back tho 
oan. Tho Keban sat _many a timo over 
‘tho matter and could not atived at any 
Aecision, In. tho moantime Ngol Tal wont 
‘away secretly and. kept himeelf hidden 
somewhere, Under those citcumstances the 
Gams and others. of the Kebeng ecvised 
Doke to approach the P.l., Kebang. Along 
for taking up the caso, Ho did so and 
therafter the Head PJ, sont a “Parwana”™ 
10 Gonsi village in the name of Ngoi Tal 
tasking lm to appeer ot the P.l. Kebang on 
tho appointed day. The PA. Kobang, Along 
fant on the stipulated “day end tho | Game, 
loaders. and panchayat mambors. attonded. it 


{0 adjudicate tho caso, Tho partios 
fis appeared in time at the Kobang, 
Domor Doke was asked to put forwacd 
hi grlevances svat and thoro after. Ngoi Tal 


tid, kept silence for somo time 
‘nd then admited his gu. 


Decision—Attor long discussion which 
tontinuod for two day the Kebang —unani- 

mausly gave the followng decisions :— 
(1) Shei Nooi Tai shall repay tho 
oan of Rs. 200 in full to Shit 

omer Doko within 7 days. 
Si Ngo! Tal ie fined Rs, 160 
for his intentional delsy in paying 
the loan and for his misbehaviour 
From this amount Dome Doke 
will oot Rs. 0/- and tho remaining 


@ 


amount of Rs. 100 will be 
deposited in tho Pil, Kebang, 
(8) Both of the parties shall not 


‘quarrel with each other and will 
five peacefully. 
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(4) Si Ngol Tai Is wamed particularly 
that if ho would disobey the 
Kebang decision he will be fined 
‘overly 


Tho docision was approved by the 
Deputy Commissioner, Along. 


N. B.—The amount of Re. 100 which 
‘was realised by the Pal. Kebang 
from Ngol Tal was given to the 
Heedmaster of Genel school to 
utiize Rt on repairs of the Schoo! 
building. 


All tho transaction wore completed 
‘within’ 7 days. as por the decisions 
of the Kebang, 


Case Study 12 


Petitioner: Tegum Doke, Paimoti village 
Respondent : Tabi Kens, Kena village 
Informant : Hongo Exo 
Potitical Interpreter Along 
Age: 40 yr, 

History—Shvi Hongo Ete, P|. informed 
that one day Tabi Kena of Kena village went 
10 Paimotl vi tyod In tho housk 

‘contractor. On 


that day Tagum Doke got the payment of 
1 Bill of Re, 600/—which he koptin a wooden 
box. Tabi Kena saw where Tagum  Doke 
had kept the money. Tabi Kona. stayed 
Inthe house of Tagum Doke over night and 
loft his house every moming next dey. In 
tho noon when the labourers came to take 
their wagos, Tagum Doke opened the box 
jn which ha ‘kept the money and found that 
‘the money was not thore. He wat 
perplexed and suspocted that Tabi Kena had 
‘stolen the money. He ran to Tabiv’s wllage 
fand asked Tabi to return the money. Tabi 
Kena rebuked him and expressed violently 
that his ellegations were baseless. At this 
‘Tagum Doke got upset and reported the 
‘matter to the Gams of Kona Kebang who 
id not_take any initiative in this matter. 
Tagum Doke became angry and took resort 
inthe PJ. Kebang at Along, Upon the 


2 


feceipt cf the caso P.1. summoned Tabi Kena 
to appear before the Kebang on the next day. 
Tabi Kena apponred before the Kebarg and 
denied to have stolen the monéy. But when 
the members decided to handover Tabi Kena 
tothe CRP he admitted the quit, 
Decision—A the P. Is. presort in the 
Kebeng passed the following Judgement. 
“(1) Sti Tabi Kena is ordarad to rofund 
the amount (Rs, 600/-—) tomorrow 
to Shri Tagum Doko in P. 1 
Kebang, Along in fant of all P. Is. 


(2) For his misdoed ie ordered to pay 


the fellawing amount 10 She 
Tagum Doke >— 

Ro: 

(a) Esso (Mithun) 1.No. Equivalent 600 
Price, 

(b) Sobin (Goat) 1 No Equivatont 30 
Price, 

(©) Cow 1 No, Equivalent 100 
Price. 

(a) Endi cloth .. 1 Place Equivalent 20 
Pri, 

760 

(3) Shel Tabi Kona is. ordered to pay 


Re, 80 t0 the President “Siri Bango" 
which will be deposited in the fund 
maintained by the “Bango” for 
‘dovelopmontal purposes 

All the transactions montioned under 
hhoms (2) and (3) should be finished within 
tho next 10 days 

hii Tabi Kena complied with the order 
‘of the Kebang in stipulated timo, 


Cose Study 13 

Petitioner + Gormuk Tal 

‘Respondent + Poli Ta 

Informant : Shri Dageya Loy 
Political Interpreter 


Age : 38 yrs. 


‘Shei Dageya Lovi, P. I informed that 
the case was tried in the villsge-Kebang 
at Tatamori village and the decision was 
‘communicated to P. |. Kebana, Along History: 
Shii Dogoya Loyi said that Poli Tal was the 
brother of Germuk Tai and both of them 
lived in the Tatamoni village, Once Poli Tai 
had stolen 9 necklace made of ‘Tadok’ bead 
which cost Rs. 800/—. After some days: 
Germuk Tai found the necklace missing and 
kept the news secret and watched the situation. 
Once there was a mesting in the village and 
Poli Tai wont there wearing the same necklace, 
Garmuk Tai saw it and caught Pol Tel and 
Informed the matter to tho Gams who held 
‘tho meeting instantly. In the Kebang. Poli 
Tals fathor stated that the necklace did not 
belong to his son (Poli Tai). The villagers 
supported Poli To's father in this matter. 


Decision—The Kebang then passed. 
the following decision. 


(1) "Shr Poll Tal is directed to return 
the necklace to Shri Germuk Ts 

(2) Poli Tei shall_pay the penalty 
48 detaled below to Gormak Tai within 
seven days. 


(a) One Mithun 


(0) One Dasi (tad 
‘onal brats-pate) 


(©) One 
(adult). 


Equivalent cost Rs. 1,000 
Equivalent cost Rs. 150 


Equivalent cost Re. 178 


Total Equivalent Price : Re 1.328 


(2) In addition to the penalty Poll Tai 
‘shall pay 2 fine of Rs. 100/—to the Kebsng 
Which would be deposited in the “Bango" fund. 


All the tansction were complied with 
by the offender within tho stipulated time. 


Case Study 14 


Informant : Shri Tator Durang 
Political Interpreter. 
Shri Tamor Mindo was the Dak-Runnet 


‘of Liromobs-Basar Area, Smti Yalung Joppit 
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‘was an old woman who halled ftom Ine 
Inkiyora (215 Km from Along). She camo 
to this ares to sell traditional bead necklaces 
brought from the far north (probsbly from 
the Tibetans or Bhotiyas). One day when 
‘she was going to Bame village (Liromoba 
Circle) 10 sell some necklaces she met Tamor 
Mindo on tho way. Tamor Mindo stopped 
hher and started chitchating with het for @ long 
time and. offered her some country cigars 
Then suddenly he attacked her and attempted 
to murder by pressing her neck. The old 
lady became senseless and fell down, Then 
‘Tamor Mindo held allthe necklaces were with 
het. left her in the jungle and went away. 


‘After some time she came to senses 
‘and went to Bame village and told everything 
to the villagers. The villagers knew hor wall 
because she used to visit the area often to 
sell her necklaces. The villagers. took pity 
‘on her and took her to the P. 1, Kebang, 
‘Along ond lodged a complaint on her bohalf 
to the Kebang. 


On hearing the case a meeting of the 
Kebang was held to adjudicate the 
‘The Kebang summoned Tamar Mundo but 
fhe id not attond, and hid himself in some 
secret place. A search was made to find 
him out and finally ho was caught at Likabali 
‘nd produced before the Kebang. 


Decision—The decisions passed by the 
Kebang are as follows : Shi Mindo” shall 
pay Rs. 300/—for the missing necklace and 
he should return other necklaces tothe old 
‘woman in front of the members of the Kebang, 
‘on the following day, 


(2) Shi Mindo fined Re. 1.500/—tor 
his misdeeds and should pay the fine within 
seven days to the Kebang. After receipt 
of the amount if will be deposited in the 
Bango fund to be utlized in developmental 
programmes as and when required. 


Political culture and our task ahead 
‘The present strategy of tribal development 
is essontislly chartex of social, economic and 
raligios rights. It isthe embodiment of the 
‘sirt of reverence and @ gospel of friendliness 
‘and equality. In other words, it may be 


POLITICAL. ... 


‘summarised as being a policy of both 
Central and State Governments which in. the 
first place approaches tribal life and culture 
with respect and tho ‘ibesmen with an 
affection which rules out any possibility of 
superiority, The prosont policy provides amie 
scope for bringing the best things of modern 
life to the tribes In such a way” thet these 


will not destroy the traditional way of life, 
‘but will sotivate end develop all that is good 
in it 

Soma years back late Pandit Javahoriat 


Nehru empesized in his spooches that “the 
Government should help the tribal people to 
Grow according to thelr own genius and 
tradition”, “Another time he pointed out 
‘*We_ are not 40 interfoo with their way of ifs 
but to help them live it; we aro not to Impose 
‘our ways on thom, but rather to discover 
their ways. end help them to grow. There 
ls no polnt in making them a second-rate copy 
of oursolvos". 


Addressing to. the tibos Pandit Jawaharlal 
Noh sald, “wherever you tive, you should 
live in your ovn wey and you should decide 
Yourself how you would ike to. lve’ 

the place: In India Arunachel Pred 
‘been tho pploneer in wing and twsting tho 
dictum of Pandit Neh with auccess.. The 
best example whoro the philosophy of P 
Nohwu ‘has boon put to test Is the wibal 
council (Kabang erganization) of the Adis 
Which hae ct oniy been preserved but also 
enlarged under the patronoge of the Aruna 
chal administration. To strengthen tho tribal 
system of self-Government and to proterve the 
tribal justice and jurieprudence hes been the 
motto of Arunachal administeation, 


‘The most highly developed and effective 
of all the tibol councils is the Adi Kebang 
‘of which the Minyong and Gallang Kebengs 
‘off shoots, “The hall ef audience and 
debate’ where the Kebang moots in an impor 
tant institution in every Adi village, Tho 
Gams including the head Gam who are offically 
recognized 3s the mobors of the Kebeng have 
ach en equal vote and ate tree to offer 
their views on matters which oto referred 
Yo the council for arbitration. Every. adult 


‘male of the village Is. entiled to attend the 
Kebang and teke part inthe discussion which 
‘are. hold there, 


‘The Gams and the village elders adjudicate 
the cases and tho head Gam promulgates 
‘the decisions on thelr behalf, The. Kebang 
enjoys judicial powers, sits in judgement 
find tries cases of all kinds “and. awards 
‘suitable punishments to. the offenders. The 
cisions are taken on the basis of customary 
laws. If such laws are inadequate, the 
Kebang members and villago elders frame new 
Jewa in the light of the tribal customs and 
hebits. These laws are. sanctioned by the 
Kobang and promulgated by the heed Gam, 
Evory decision is supposed to come from the 
People end the hed Gam has 10 approve and 
fnforee it, Briefly speaking Aci society works 
slong @ democratic pattern inthe sense thet 
the people propote, tho counell sanctions and 
the chiof of the council promulg 


The Kebang meets every avoning and 
‘ll the people gather there to inform one. 
another whot has happened in the village, 
to clscuss tho pending casos and take. up 
ew cases, and to stile what tho villagers 
will do on the next day. In any Adi village 
no ono Is free to dispose of hie. time o 
he thinks fk; the nowt day’. Work of woe 
‘and avery porton is discussed in the Kebang 
and officialy spproved by the members of 
the council and algereof the vilag 


‘The docision of the Kebang is. final 
land people obey those decisions to. the 
lettor, Besides setting thigations and dis 
putes the Kebang decides when and where 
to clear the forests for shitting cultivation, 
when to sow seeds, and whon to go.an hunting 


‘expeditions. Similarly the dato on which 
itual Is to bo observed is settled by the 
Kebang, 
Implementation of various developmental 
schemes such 98 construction and repair 
of roads, schools and other public insti- 


tutions in tho village is also. tho work of the 
Kebang. The Gams have power to inspect 
‘schools, punish tho students if they drop out 
‘without any. sufficient reason and report tothe 
local administrative officers against those 
teachers who neglect thet duties, 


Deputy Commissioner oF local administrative 


decisions of the Kebang, the Deputy Commi 


saloner tieg first to make tho parties 
to abide by the decisions of the Kebang. If 
he fail in his attempts he relersihe caseto 
th Kebang again for a review. In-no case 
does the alficer impose his-pointe of view 
land “cause the cuthority of the Kebang to 
dectine. 


‘Tho council which is higher than the 
villoge Kebang is known as Bango. It 
‘was introduced and organized in Arunechal 
Pradesh under the inspiation of the local 
‘administration. Bango is nothing but @ 
confederacy. of @ number of vlogs Kebangs. 
The head Gams and influemtial Gams are 
its members. One ofthe important functions 
fof the Bango is to soto inter-vilage dis- 
putes and execute various developmental 
projects. 


The next higher and more elaborate people's 
‘courtis. Bogum Bokang which can be described 
a8 Adi Parliament. The Adi leaders and 
leading gams and public of ell the Adi 
{10UPS attend this apex institution and settle 
Inmor-vilago disputes and take up important 
‘issues concerning develpment of the Adi 
country. Unlike the village Kabang which 
tamains avery informal body and under 
the sway of tho s00rs, shamans and priests 
to some extent the Bango and Bogum 
Bokang are more official and sophisticated. 
The political Interpreters and other official 
topresentatives who attend these councils 
holp the authorities to keep minutes of the 
meetings and record the proceedigs and got 
them typed out in English and forwarded 
to the administrative chief of the area. 
‘These induced offical laments give out 


‘only a modem outlookto the tribal council 
bout also foster a kind of renaissance of 
‘ibabife-and culture unparalled in the rast 
‘of the tibat world of our country, 


Quite. similar at least in functions to the 
‘Adi Kebang is the Sindibor among the 
Bondas. Sabha among the -Khonds and tho 
Seoras, Mandagahar or Darber (dormitory 
‘lub Jamong the Juangs and. tho Bhuinyas 
of Highland Orisa. The “Munda speaking 
‘tibal groups such as the Mundas-and' the 
Hoe-0f ‘Northern Orissa. have not only woll- 
‘established political organization in "every 
village but also have political confederacies 
such as patha organization and centralized 
political authority. 


Among the Bondas the Sintibot otcupies 


Where the elders gather to pass judgements 
‘on tribal offenders against sociel_ customs 
‘and usages, plan the progtammes of ‘rituals 
‘and festivals, and settle the distribution of 
Portfolios to village officials, The stone 


platform of the Sindibor 
Convenient place for work. 


is usod a8 8 


During the fecundity festival known as 
‘Susu-gige when seed is consecrated, tho 
Bondes in every village appoint or re-appoint 
their village officials. This is done ovary 
year. The elders. gather at the sindibor and 
discuss whether the existing staff would 
continue oF whether now staff would bo 
appointed, Naiko (secular headman) Siva 
(religious headman), and Bariko (Dom, 
messanger) consitute the village official 
‘These posts are always held by men. The 
person who is proposed to be the Naika 
(of the village is asked to. sit on Sindibor 
The oldest _man of the village who ie. hold 
with great estoom puts a mark of rice on 
his fore head and pronounces that ho is 
‘appointed as the Naiko of the village. Then, 
bbe narrates the duties which he has te do 
for the village. Some of the works which 
the Meiko has to do are that he should 
attend she officers during their visit to tho 
village, He should inform the villagers what 


FOLITICAL, 


hho hoard from outsiders, If anyone kills 
‘another's fowl or goat and eats it, if anyone 
beats. anothor or murders him, it is his duty 
to report the mattor to the Government, 
Jn the same way but 1083 elaborately tho 
village priest and the messanger sre appointed. 


The Mandaghar among the Juangs Is the 
Jargest hut in the village. Unmarried young, 
mon sloep there at night and. keep their 
‘changu (lambaurine) hanging ond 
hors fixed in tho walls. In front of the 
Mandaghar dormitory is a small open space 
whore dances take place almost every evening 
‘tier day's work. 


‘The elders of tho villago spend a large 
part of -tholt time in. the dormitory, or In 
the open space infront, either working on 
their baskety, or gossiping or smoking, 
Matiors of common concorn such ws division 
of land oF ating cultivation, afars connected 
‘with matiage or —oliglous observances 
fand_ breach of osial taboos wo discussed 
hove 


Evory Juang. village 18 under the authori 
fof a hurediiary chief Known as padtun, wile 
hore ig alo hereditary plost led Bulta 


In snail villagos the padhan  somwtimes 
combines in hla person tho functions of 
Bulta and vier verse In latge ones the priest 
Ie aaslted by 0 number of offico-bowrre, 
Tho village chief and priost haven 

oclal and cival dutios to perform. 

padhan has to collect dues and. taxos on 
behalf of the authorites and forward thom 
to tho capital, Whonavar any officer visits 


his village itis his duty to make arrangomenis 
for his camp and soe to hie supplics. Ho 
plays an important part in the village 
tribunal when it deals. with such offences as 
adultery, pro-marital sexual relation, oF 
Sexual association with a momber of any 
non-tibal community. 


‘The dutios of Bulta are to worship the 
‘ancestors and village deities, to purity, 
mourners at @ funeral, tosanctify and eolomniza 
‘marital union betweon the bride and groom, 
and to readmit the excommunicated back to 
tribal society: 


There is. another ritual functionary known 
8 Dihuti in most of the Juang villages. 
His chief works. aro to perform the worship 
of village gods, to decide the dates for 
felling to0s in the clarigs, for firing the 
clearings, for sowing and reaping. He 
leads the’ villagers out on_hurting. excursions. 
With the Buita and Dihuri the village Padhen 
distibutes land among the villagers for 
shifting cultivation and adjudica 

Felating to any breach of customary laws, 
‘and punishes the offenders. 


Bulta and Padhan should never attend 
any funeral eoromony, Wien they themselves 
die, thoie bodies are carried out by unmaried 
boys and the pyro must be it from siro 
from the Mandaghar Darbar Hall. For 
coidinary people, viese paraphernalia are not 
observed: any ene can cary out the corpse 
‘nd there Is no. spucial rule about fr. 


The Juang country known a8 Juangpith 
In Keonjtar district iv divided into. six subs 
picha with a number of vilagas included in 
‘each of thom, Thoy ara (1) Kathuapieh, 
(2) Sathokhandipich, (8) Jhaskhandipith 
(4) Hunwapien, (8) Rermapich and (6) 
Chavigarpih. Tho obo of ih is called 
Sardar whoa post Is horeditiy. All the 
Padhane of ‘the. villagos which come under 
@ Pith owe allogiarco to thelr Prin Sardar 
Who io the court of appeal for intia and 
inter-village depute, 


Tho Saorae have In wach vilage 
hheadman called Gamang who is a man of 
high prestige. Equally Importance Is the 
Village priest” who le known as Buyya 
Tho offices of secular and religious headmen 
are hereditary and the cule of piimo-goniture 
regulates succossion. {n addition to these 
‘offices thete are astvologor (Disar), Shaman 
sorcerer) and Barika (messenger). 


Allotment of land on the hillslopes 
among the villagers for shifting cultivation 
Is made in a common village meoting 
attended by all the adult male mombers, 


Annual eyclo of festivals and dates and 
timo of holding them are. unanimously decided 
in the village meetings. Cases —elating 


——— 


‘tothe partition of propery, ssleand morgage 
‘of land, divorce, adultory and. other societ 
matters are decided in the village meeting. 
(Over avery village meeting the village Gameog 
has to preside, initiate discussions and 
‘make public the unanimously arrived at 
docisions, 


‘The Kondhs are most numerous in Orissa, 
Thay have a well established councit called 
‘Sabha’ in every wilage, The council meats 
‘almost every evening and canes on discussions 
Fegarding mattues concoming the village. 


Alltha functionaries of the vilags such as, 
‘Jani (seeular-cum-raligious headman) Bismajhi 
(Assistant to Jani), 

festival) 


Lamba (pciestincharpe 
Pujharh (Awsistons ta 
‘metsengor) ad 


of Kody 


to attond 
over prob 


the village council 19 deliberate 
cas pertaining to the village, The 


vilaga Jani presides over the council and 


council. The village functionaries including 
12 village elders decide all Kinds of inter- 
village disputes and punish the offendoss 
against tiibal customs and usages. They 
also organise communal feasts and avenge 
‘iwualperfomances on festive occasions. 


Upon recsict of the complaint itis the 
duty of the haadman to cosvene the village 


council and invite the household Heads 
‘snd vilage functionaries to discuss 
tho matter at the council. Discussions 


take place In a fies atmosphere without 
‘any inhibition. The parties. invoived in the 
eases are given sufficient chance to put 
forward their grievances to the council 
‘and a propor hearing is given to the parses, 
Ganoraly tho villagers abide by the decisions 
ff tho council. if any party is disatistiog 
with the decisions given by the council 
hho is at liberty to reler the mattor to Mutta 
council for hearing 


The entive Niyamgiri hills of Koraput 
diatict which Is the home of the Dengria 
Kondhs is divided into a number of Mutias 
‘each comprising a cluster of villages. Each 
‘Mutta which is focally known as Farti has 


‘8 headman called Mandal who is responsible 
for deciding inter-village dispute and 
maintaining law and order within the a1ea 
of his jurisdiction, 


‘Tho instances of Political organizations 
‘and tiibal councile which are drewn from 
‘various tibal socieies chow that all dscsions 
whether political or social are arived at 
‘not by majority vote but by consonaus, 
Real political democracy is at wrok in tribal 
villages. But with the inttoduction of 
Panchayati Roi sysem of local wolf Govern- 
ment and as a result of the impact of tho 
‘lective system of modern roles! apparatus, 
fon the life of the ibal people 1 ] 
‘boon considerable changes inthe tvadivonal 
political organizations of she tibal communi 
In many places modein folitical force 
‘manipulative polices have weakned the 
‘ibal poles! eructure and have disintogiatea 
‘wibal “jusice and jutsprudence, customary 
Jawa and value system, Unik 
in Arunachal Pradesh whore ino 
culture has boon preserved andi eniched 
jronage of the local admin'siia- 
ailing in Orisea and 
ny proses a ulsmal 
incharge of bal 
evelopment have lost sight of tho tribal 
‘cultural paremeter and Insitute enthusiastically 
‘Of course, several measures on ics! wollare 
with utter dsrogaid ‘or wie is good in 
Uibal societies. 


tis wo obvious to labour on this pole. 
One thing which is inaxplicable is that 
‘where the tbe! councls are atl 

‘os the best polical  Instcuwions andr 
‘ong democrate principles end ere well 
to preserve and fostor social harmony, faco- 
to-faco lationship and the fine qualides 
fof tribal societies what ie the point In 
superimposing an alien political stiuctue 
ko statutory gram poxchayat which the 
‘wibes at present donot understand and 
do fot fool it as theirs, In our well-meant 
‘efforts to improve them by extending and 
‘sometimes imposing with an air of superiority 
‘Our administration and developmental statogios 
‘we have over-shoot the mark and done 
‘fievous injurry instead. 


picture. The. personnel 


POLITICAL... 


Thoreis a fascinating problem of exoseding 
complexity before us Mis our dosire that 
‘the tribes of our country ‘should fearn, bo 
‘educated and develop but not at the cost 
fof somo of their fine customs and traditions 
‘Tho tribal people attact us. greitly for somo 
of thoir fine qualities and doaerve our vory 
Special care 80. that they develop and progtoss 
with the development and” prosperity of 
‘Our groat county, 


Wie not a question of opening so many 
‘ehools, taying some many miles of road, 
claiming 6 many. heotaree of land and 
Spending 80. many lakhs of tupoos on 
programmes of tribal -dovelopment. Of 
Course these infrastructures are neoded for the 
development of the tribal aroas but that is 
rather a dead ways of looking at things, 


The task of greatest Importance which 
lies before us is not moroly put up schools, 
dispensarios, Co-operative Societies, etc, 
‘but to grasp the miner working of ‘the tribal 
‘mind, develop a sense of oneness with 
ttibat” people with proper understanding of 
their culture and way of life. We should 
follow the Arunachal pattern of adminis 
tration and policy of emotional integration 
land strive to. preserve that is good in tibel 
Society and seek to. spread the civilzing 
processes through the media of tribal 

108 and_morals, institutions. and customs 
and belief and value system, 


‘The Government oficiales working in 
‘Awunachal Pradesh aro in many ways ine 
tvially interinod with the life and culture 
‘of the tribal eommunitias, During my fold 
work in. pasighat and Along aroas of Siang 
dlstriet in tho arly part of Api, 1972 | we 
‘an oye witness of the emotional association 
bbotwoon the Government officials and tho 
tribal communities living in my study area 


The ocasion in which | could observe 
this unique inter rolatlonship was tho 
‘Mopin.fostival, which was hold at. Along 


from tho Sth April to 7th April 1972, 

‘Tho Mopin fostival was related’ to the 
Worship of — Sun-Moon God (Donopolo). 
‘The Deputy Commissioner Informed me 
that the Adis had a ‘dream in which they 
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faw what the. image'of tho Oenopolo 
‘would bo ‘like. They wanted’ to make the 
Idol of the Donyipolio exactly like what 
they saw in their dream and inetall ina 
tomple at “Along. Tho Government's cont 
bution in this work was. the constuction 
of tho temple and the hall of worship 
(Bonyipolo Dero) and. tho people.’ sharw 
Was tho installation of tho idol. The day 
‘on which the deity was installed in’ tho 
‘nowly built templo-hall provided an opportu. 
nity for a got together of thousands of 
‘Adis at Along. and an occasion of dancing, 
‘singing, feasting, and rojolcing in which 
tho local Government officials” took active 
part. “One interesting item of the fostiva: 
Was the custom of smoaring rice powder 
‘mixed with pong (Country liquor) on the 


body of one another. The local tribal 
people particularly Adis do not spare any 
Goverment official on this occasion. Batch 


by batct men and women move from one 
street to the other visting every. bunglow 
of the officers and anointing the rice 
Power on the mombers of every otficors 
family. “The officers also reciprocate. it 
‘and take part actively in all aspects of the 
mopin ceremony, 


‘The Mopin festival is an example of cultural 
‘synthesis between the sacred and profane 
‘idea systems of which the great efforts 
‘of will on the part of ‘tho Administration to 
‘achieve psychological integration and eonsolida. 
tion and the revitalization movements of the 
‘Adis are. the two most important interlock 
Ing aspects, The administration land financial 
support to bulld the Donyipolo dere. with 
tho idea that it would serve as a conte not 
only for 


through 

boing 
christianity, 
Whatever may bo the purpose of the mopin 
fostival it sorves as an oxample and a lesson 
{0 those who are in charge of tribal develop. 
‘ment and. seek to achiove it by cultivating 
the gonlus and tradition of "tibal people 
in other parts of the Nation 
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The Problems of Empirical Research 


‘Abdul Wohid Ansari 


While collection of first-hand information 
{om a field of study is, on the one hand, 
‘@ Horculean task, itis. on the other hand, 
fan yo-opaner for an investigator engaged 
‘ompitoal research. Being confronted. with 
varied and varying field situations, be has 
to undergo, an acid tast in the art of fact- 
finding from a people who are, usually very 
lite or almost unknown to him socially, 
culturally or otherwise, In such situations 
hhe has to apply a personal informal approach 
to the people under his study to. elicit 
information from them. This provides him 
with highly vital and greatly significant 
practical experioncas, and contibutes, too, to 
the davelopment of his insight into the 
nature of social problems and field situations 
that help to chisel his personality from an 
rm-chait_ social scientist to one involved in 
practical field actions. 


Though collaston of facts and figures 
from different sources of literature is of 
Importance on account of its uillity a8 a 
convective and directive device to check 
8 090 sided tondancy, it remains to a groat 
extent, inaulficiont for developing an lnves- 
tigator’s insight into the social problems, 
fhe heppens to handle in actual field. situa 
tions. Since analysis of a social problem 
In unadulterated form needs move than 
‘more collections of relevant facts and figures 
from different secondary sources. it is 
necessary to be in the midst of the people 
concerned S9 that one may share their 


‘problems, get_@ peep into their mind, realise 
their sentiments, understand their attitude, 
‘appraise their ‘Doos's and ‘Don's’ and get 
‘acquainted with their philosophy of life, 
in order to be understood and assessed 
correctly social problems need a develop: 
ontel macro-approach, 8 kind of qualitative 
‘analysis (Golal, M.-H. 1962—1986). It 
is only by being with the people and by 
Belonging to their milieu that information 
regarding their intimate personal and family 
life could be conectly gathered. But being 
with a people under oBservation and shar- 
ing their world viow by a social scientist 
is not an easy task. The very fact of his 
being a stranger to the people he socks 
to study. sparks-off various. reactions leading 
to problems of varying nature and dimensions 
that impede the process of empirical 
study, 


‘While collecting. first-hand information on 
‘2 problem entitled, “Rural Extonsion and 
‘Adoption of Innovation’s from one thousand 
randomly selected respondents in the Menor 
Community Development Block in Patna 
district (Bihar), this lnvestigator had to 
face field problems of varying nature and 
dimensions. These are reproduced here for 
‘the information of tho future empirical 
asoarch scientists so that they mayb 
prepared before-hand to handle effectively 
similar field problems that crop up more 
froquently in rural and tibel communities 
‘than in the urban-industial ones. 


1. The Rumour Mengers: 

‘The fist and. fore-most of all the \roubles 
that an empirical social research scientist 
has to face is the problem created by rumour 
‘mongers regarding the actuel motive and design 
bbohind a field fovestigation. Tho rumour- 
mongers arv usually intelligent but socially 
deviant individuals, They are genevally 
the first persons to approach new comers 
to their village community. talk to thom, 
‘manage to know their plan of work and 
the purpose of visit. Thereater they interpret 
‘everything in their own fashion to their 
fellows In the village community. 


This investigator had to face such a 
‘situation while collecting first-hand information 
jn the Maner Community Development 
Block regarding aifusion of innovations. 
‘social, cultural and material, Within a few 
‘days of the first round of data collecion, 
‘ayoung man met the investigator and enquired 
ff him about the objectives of the ivestigaion 
whieh was being done. He appeared 10 
be satisfied with the investigator's answer. 
But, to the great surprise and dismay of 


the’ investigator. very dsguesting things 
happened. He spread ihe false news 
famong the villagers that the investigator 


‘was a Slate Goverment official in disguise, 
‘who was out to assess the income and 
the property of the villagers for the purpose 
ff assessment of tax. The rumour spread 
like wild fre, and most of the vilagers believed 
ito be tus. Thore wore some preliminaries 
items of enquiries relaing to the personal, 
social, occupational and economic status 
fof the individual villagers. These preliminaries 
fenquites about perconal affairs were necessary 
for classifying the informants into different 
Cntogorios. Unfortunately these corroborated 
thelr misgivings and the rumour was accepted 
to be authentic news. With the help and 
the co-operation of the village tavel extonsion 
functionaries and other private leading persons 
‘whom the investigator took into confidence, 
It was successtully repudiated, 


2, Resentment and Distrust 
“The prevailing general fooling of reseniment 
towards the machinery of public administra- 


‘ton at the grass-100t and the suspicion 
‘with wich the muilttude view Governmental 
‘measures taken for public wellare are also 
formidable source of troubles tothe field 
investigaior, pardcularly @ those who happen 
{0 seek information from villagers regaiding 
irteent deveiopmenial programme. Un- 
sausiaciory working of extension functionaries 
‘auached 10 developmental programme, 
‘pauciy of fieancial resources and the callous, 
in ditieront axicude of the personnel of public 
‘admunstaion, are some of the portent 
factors that ceninuously feed the villagers 
‘sentiment of to.al resentment of the machinery 
‘of public admission. AS such, — most 
‘Of the vilagess have preconceived notions 
‘tout the Governmental machinery and ite 
ewsonnel whom they regeid as parasites, 
‘They possess. the wiong notion that Govern- 
ment officials come 0 villagers mote for 
the sake of their own peisonal pecuniary 
bbenefis than for planning to do some -thing 
eal for their welfare. Such general. feeling 
fof mass resentmont and distrust cowards 
Govemmanisl machinery of pubic administra- 
on create the simosphiere of suspicion 
towards the aver mouves of the Govern- 
mmenisi Exiensen Functonaries and also 
towards the outsiders intending to make 
firsthand assessment of the impact of 
‘ewiy implemenied socio-economic piogre- 
ssive measures at village level 


‘This investigator had to faco such a 
stuavon of mass resentment and distrust 
‘A prosperous cukivaior in ono of the villages 
‘covered under the sample outightly rejected 
his request 0 fillin the quesuionnsive. He 
was an educated man and he postessed 
2 working knowledge of English. He was 
considered to be a progressive farmer, and 
he was the private leader of 1s cas 
joing through the questionna 
At Beck inte investigaiors hand with the 
remark, “My brother, do not make a foo! 
‘of me. We do not undorsiend the real 
‘the Goveinment. People of 
your class want to buve: sheir own breed, 
Way do you cot fil in your paper yourself 
‘and make your money? | would not object 
Toit. I would rather saisly that you visited 
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us, That willl rerve your purpose. We 
know very well that the Govemment officals 
are thare only 19 exploit us and not to help 
Us", With great afficulty | mada him 
tundorstand the academic value of tho 
research work and tho importance of his 
o-operation in supalying necessary informa- 
tion 


3. Provious Examples of Bscelt 

To get co-operation of, and to elicit 
Information from. people wno been 
vietins of dacsit by some outsiders in 
the ‘past are difficult tasks. On account 
of thor previous oxperiencs, they look 
‘upon all ouisidars, with suspicion, On the 
ory frst day of this investigaco’s visit to 
village an incident occurred and the whole 
‘tovial atmosphere of the village was clouded 
with suspicion and distust. During the 
process of intaviewing. an informant was asked 
{8 10 whathor ho would like to form a Co- 
‘operative Society to better his economic con- 
dition. As soon as tho investigator put this 
‘question, the informant, who happened to be 
tho very first one in that village, withdrew 
himself trom further answering the questio- 
innaire. Notoniy he, but also the onlookers 
grew suspicious’ and dispersed silently « 
eciing tho investigator to be @ cheat. La 
‘on, the same day the investigator moved from 
‘one door to another to contact the selected 
respondents, but no one appeared. From every 
house a young boy oF a woman stied out and 
told him that the required person was not at 
home. In a mood of dejection and disappoint- 
‘mant the investigator had to return to his camp 
with only a half-complated questionnaire. The 
following day the investigator approached the 
villagers again through 2 village level worker 
But it was all in vain. He was also not trusted 
by anybody. As a result of the non-coperating 
attitude of the villagers, the investigator had to. 
shift to the neighbouring villages, earmarked in 
the sample, for interviewing the selocted 
informant. 


During the poriod the investigator was 
‘engaged in gathering from the respondents in 
the neighbouring villages information about the. 
nature and purpose of the investigation. the 


‘news about his long stay in the neighbouring 
villages and their non-coperation with the invest 
tigator spread io that village. This crested 
laier on, @favourabio impact on them, and as a 
result, their aitiude changed fom distrust and 
suspicion to that of co-operai.on and suport, 
Beiore closing the frst round of data collection 
the investigator once egain made an aitempt to 
‘contact them and, to his grest surprise, the 
villagers who had once refused even to listen 
{0 him, caine glad from their huis. and houses 
and fumshed the requited information. On 
being asked ihe reason for ther past behaviout, 
‘hey told him that a few months ago they were 
Ccheaied by gentleman who camo from Paine 
{and claimed to be a Government oficial incharge 
2f fonning village Co-operative Societies for 
‘supply of milk. He hurriedly called a meeting 
‘of the wllagurs and trom each aspirant members 
hho collected rupees twenty-five as the for. for 
the primary membership, He assurec them 
‘that all the enrolled members would get rupees 
‘one thousand within a month oF two for pur 
chasing a mik buffalo, But since he left tho 
village, he never turned up for months. After 
‘waiting for monthe the villagers apporached tho 
Community Development Block authorities and 
those at the Stato Co-operative Department at 
Paina and learnt that they had been vietimieed 
by a sharper. Thus the simple poor village 
folks were robbed off thet hard earned money. 
Such intances of exploitation always. put 
‘obstacles on the path of an easy and smooth 
collection of first-hand field information, parti- 
ularly from these who had boon the victims of 
Such deceit and fraud by some white-collared 
outsiders wore very hostile tothe investigator. 


4. literacy and Poverty 

IMiteracy in general and_ poverty in particulat 
of the rural labour class pose great dificutie 
for the collection of field data, On account of 
literacy, villagers do not attach much signti- 
‘cance to an investigation work being caried on 
‘among them. At times, inthe very middle of 
‘the interviewing process, some respondents 
flared up and startod going about their own 
field work without fully answering the quostio- 
‘nnaire, Due to ignorance and illiteracy they 
used t0 remark belore leaving 2 half finishod 
‘questionnaire, “Please, fill in your paper your- 


self as you are an educated man, You know 
beter than what we know about our problems. 
Whatever you would write on our behalf that 
would be Beiter than wnat we ourselves would 
write for us.” 


Such attitude of the respondents used to 
create battling problems for tho investigator 
Teaving him ina fic as what to do and what not 
to do, But of repeated requests some of such 
indecisive and hesitant rerespondents became 
‘agaeable to answor tho questionnaire 


‘Bosides ilteracy, provorty, particularly of the 
village labour class, was a great hindrance for 
Collection of information from thom, Ht w 
Very difficult task {0 contact 8 respondont 
village labourer. They were in the habit of 
Feaving their huts early in the morning and 
returning home lato in the evening. At night 
they wore usually in @ drunken state, Often 
in the lato hours of night they found oither 
abusing tholt wives or boating their children oF 
picking up a quarrel with their neighbourers or 
Folatives, It was therolore, very difficult to 
Interviow thom properly, Even thove respon 
‘dont labourers who apparently seemed 10 be 
‘cool and ealm wore sometimes found in too fi- 
‘olous stato of mind to answor the questionnaire, 
‘Attor answeting a fow quostions, they usually 
‘spoke out thor priovances, personal and social, 
Out of frustration which was almost wid 
‘spread among them, they used to complain as 
to thoy were being exploited by villagers belon- 
‘ging to the upper Socio-economic strata, and 
that the Government turned a deat ear to all 
their grvances, At times, while complaining 
about the personal and social injustices meted 
‘ut to thom, they used to got flared up and ask 
the investigator to stop interviewing them, to 
pack up his belongings and to got out. Accor 
ding to their individual estimate whatever good 
‘being done at village level was meant largoly for 
the villagers belonging to richer end upper 
oval stata, and not far those who wore the 
social underdogs. 


Such batting clroumstances arising out of 
ititeracy and crushing poverty, always stend 
inthe way of empirial social research and po 
problems of complex nature before an investi- 
‘ator. 
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5. Village Faction and Groupism 

Elections 10 statutory Grama Panchayat or 
‘Stato or national logisiatures have greatly 
added to the already existing elements of village 


faction and groupism, They damage village 
Solidarity, community sentiment and tes of 
primary relationships and fellow feeling. They 


also crbate at times unsurmountable difficulties 
{or the collection of first-hand information from 
villagers wha happen to be total stranger to an 
investigator. The danger of boycotting of an 
investigator by the villagers is greatly aggravated 
when he, dus to the lack of any previous 
knowledge of tho existance of village factions 
‘and_groupism, commences his investigation 
work from either of the groups oF factions that 
happen to appear frst and in natural order in 
the samplo, But this is. misunderstood by the 
‘ival groups and factions, and is consideres 
‘kind of favour shown by him to the village 
belonging to the opposite camps, This inves. 
tigator had to face such a situation, According 
10 the random design ofthe sample, the investt= 
ation work was frst stated by chance in a 
part ofa village having a high population of tho 
Upper castes and the subsequent solected units 
Of a study wore located in another area of the 
village that had « dominating population of the 
‘Muslims and Backward castes. Tho next vist, 
‘according to the random order of the sample, 
‘was paid to that secluded part of the village 
‘which was exclusively inhabited by the untou- 
chablos. But unfortunately, this random ord 
of investigation roused some ill-feoling among 
the respondents belonging 10 the community 
fof the untouchables. colloge-going Harijan 
‘student expressed his resentment in words that 
‘charactoised the general atitudo of the other 
mombers of his community, He said "Whoever 
‘cones to our village, comes to us in the end, 
8 if we wore tho rotten stuff of the society. 
Moreover, one comes to us only when it is 
Indispensable to collect some information from 
Us, _Prorty in all matters is given, even toda 
after decades of independence, to the villagers 
‘of the upper Socio-economic stata.” 


‘Thus village factions, grouplem and faulty 
election of the subject of investigation and 
‘dosign of samp, creato great dificulties inthe 
prootse of empirical socal research, 
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6. A Lengthy Questionnaire 


A Longthy questionnaire, supposed to be 
comploted at a single sitting is no less a 
Source of trouble to the field investigators 
than those outlined above, _Informants, 
In gonoral avo usually ina state of huny 
‘and. want to dispose of an invostigator as 
Quickly a8 possible. Therefor, ifthe question- 
hare is. longthy and time-taking, 1 makes 
informants not only disinterested in _answor- 
Jing but also poovish, This investigator, 
during the course of fold study involving a 
lengthy quostionnaite found. that the informants 
who used to show great intorest in tho 
beginning generally lose interest on finding 
‘the interviewing process prolonged beyond 
their expected period of time. To over- 
coms this difficulty, the questionnaire consist 
Ing of eighteen pages was divided into 
two pars. The first one was complotod 
fon first contact with an informant, and to 
‘camplste the second one, the investigator 
used to fix up date and time with him, 


‘aiding out of @ lengthy question 
‘thus skilfully solved. 


‘Those in brief are some of tho problems 
besides the financial, personal, physical, 
social and religious ones. A social scientists 
intending 10 take up empirical studies has 
Yo face these, But they are not such as 
ould not be handled favourably, if a litle 
it of taot and ski's applied, Thus first~ 
hand collection of date is brought with 
numerous troubles. and handicaps. All 
‘the samo this investigator had tho opportunity 
to roaliso that it was an intersting af 

‘And to 9. sociologist in action noting could 
‘be mote tiling and. intersting than being 
with the paople under his study, with a 
View to obsorve and recordin un-adulterated 
foims the social facte a8 they appeal in 
natural setting, either to corroborate the 
‘existing social theories 0: to. establish some 
now sequence of facte adding to the 
alroady existing stock of knowledge about 
‘man, the most complex social animal, and 


This dovice worked wel! and the problem the society he has built up down the ages, 
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Economic Condition of a Tribal village 
in Ranchi District (Bihar) 


FM, Pradhan 


Introduction 
Ranchi distiot i situated in the Chotanagpur 

Ww, the famous tribal belt of Bihar 
State. “According to Census, 1971, 


the district had the highest ‘ibal population 
(58-08 per cent) in the plateau. The principal 
{tribes inhabiting the distict are the Munda, 
the Oraon and the Khavia, whose main 
source of livelihood 2aricuttue, 
The area in which they live is undulating 
‘and the tribal people have cut up the ridges 


of the undulating plateau to make them 
‘suitable for settled cultivation. Due to high 
Concentration of population in the area, 


land isin sho supply and the produce 
{rom land is. inadequate even to make both 
ends moot. Consequently, the tribals have 
‘akon to wage eaming as agricultural labour 
‘and other off-tima employment. 

Ranchi has been indusvialized, thet 
Iwibals derive very litle banetit. from it ae 
thoy aro rarely considered suitable tor 
‘employment on pormanent or temporary 
‘basis on the plow that they lack, stil requited 
for industiial job, AS a result, in off seasons 
thore is massive. migration of tribals to. assam. 
‘Wost Bengal, Andaman Islands and Bhutan 
{in search of employment. There has not 
boon any improvement in the economic 
condition of the wibals who suffer impoverih. 


‘ment and remain indebted to the local 
moneylenders and merchants in the same 
manner a befor. 

This paper presents the findings of the 


Study ofa tribal village called "Raidih-Nawatoi’ 
which is situated at a distance of 14. Kms 
{0 the south-east of Hatia industrial complex 
Ranchi town is 24 Kms. from the ville 
in the same direction, It is connected by a 
cart tact with Hajam, its panchayat headq- 
warters from where an unmetalled road 
‘uns upto Sataranji located on the Ranchi- 
Khunti State highway. 


Landholding and population 


‘The village is. inhabited by Oreon, Murda 
Lohar (blacksmith), Ahir (mikmen) and 
‘Muslims, Except the Oraone and Mundat 
Others have immigrated to this village, The 
Lohars and the Ahi depend upon their 
caste occupation for their livelihood. The 
Muslims are owner cultivators who have 
‘equired land in this village through the 
Processes of auction of th lands of defaulting 
‘wudal chiettains, mostly Thakus, They 
also cary on ade and commerce at wookly 
markets for supplementing their income, 
{om land. The ethnic composition, popula 
tion and landholding is. prevented in 
Table 1. 
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TABLE | 


Ethnic composition, populstion and landholding 


Total Tots! Extent of | Averageland —_per capita 
Community No. of population land (acres) holding per land hold 
house-holds household ing (acres) 
(acres) 
) @ o) “ © (8) 
oraon 25 178 98-55 055, 
(95:72) (28:86) 
‘Mundo 19 98 48:20 254 49 
rag) (1482) 
Muslin : 19 143 19472 10:25 1:36 
(714) (87-02) 
Lohar 5 29 é 
(may 
Abie 2 7 ‘ 
(2-86) 
Total 70 405 381-47 
(10:00) (100-00) 
It would be seen from Table | that land is Secretary of the Co-operative Society. In 


largely concentrated in the hands of tho 
‘Muslims who are loss in number than th 
‘original sottors, that is, the Oraon and 
the Munda of the village. Tho average 
size of land per household is 10:25 acres, 
inthe case of the Muslims. The 
Corresponding figure in the aso of Ora0ns 
‘andthe Mundas taken together is 3:33 acres. 
The Muslims also wield political pow 
in the village in as much as the offices of 
‘the Mukhia of the Gram Panchayat and the 


the Panchayat, besides the Mukhia and Oraon 
‘youngman with some education and good 
landed property has been represented 36. 
member. The Mundas are neither represented 
jn the Panchayat nor in the co-operative 
Society as executives. 


Distribution of Landholding 


Table 2 gives communitywise break up 
of land holding. 
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TABLE 2 
Communitywise distibution of landholding 

Landhotding size (acres) Orson Munda Muslims Total 

Landiess 3 2 5 
(15-79) (1063) 

Corte 600. 19 14 7 40 
(76-00) (73-68) (36-84) 

501 to 1000 5 2 5 12 
(20-00) (1083) (2631) 

10:01 10 1800. 1 1 2 
(4-00) (5:26) 

15:01 to above =. mo 4 4 
(21-08) 

Total 35 19 Pe 63 
(100 00) (100-00) (10000) 


‘This table shows that five households have been mortgaged with the private 
fof the village are landless. The majority money-landers for obtaining loan from them, 
of the households (8387) per cent hold the Besides, due to lack of manpower and 
size groups of 0-01 to 5-00 and 6:01 to 10-00 finance '@ proportion of land is. also. leased 
acres. Only one tribal holds land above out on low rents. Whatever amount of 
10-01 acres, wheres nearly 1/3 of the iand is left with thom, they, ave unable 
Ses betaine an bring it under cultivation for want of finance 
Land use pattern and portion is left out as fallow, 

‘Due to indebtedness » sizable proportion Table 3 gives the communitywise land uso 
‘of the cultivable land under possession pattern. 


TABLE 3 
Communitywise tend use pettem 
Land holding Total Land Land Land hold in Land available Land 
si20 (acres) landheld_morigaged leased out leese/morgsge for cultivated 
to others from others eutivation 
“ 2 © © © cS) GO) 
Oraons— 
Landioss 
001 to 500 8550125 340 5748 55-01 
5-60" 
501 101000 31-00 520 240 2790 2600 
5:00" 
1001 101800 1205 ” 445 1650 1300 
0-75" 
WSoVendabove « A 
Tol = .. 9855 OM, 895 10205 
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Land holding Total == Land Land—_Land held in Land available Land 
size (sores) land held mortgaged leased lease/mortgage for cultivated 
toothers — out — trom others cultivation 
Oo) @ O) “0 6) C) u) 
Munda— 
Landioss 
001 to 5:00 3666 = 863257 985 34:99 28:95 
0:60" 
501 101000 1455 3.00, 2 1155 978 
0.25" 


10.01 to 15:00 . 


16:01 andabove 


Tota! sig 1183287 955 46:54 38:70 


Musline— 
Landloss oa 1:80 150 160 
001 to 600 1984 = 869 P 378 14:90 14-40 
078" 

501 101000 3288 «= 088 60 3263 3025 
140° 

10010 18:00 1400 Ons 7m 1.80 15:35 1165, 
05" 


15:01 andabove 128-00 


Tol .. 19472 9-69 735 19288 188-50 


“Double cropped area 
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Wis soen from table 3 that land mortgaging 
ie common in the village. Ht decreases with 
Ta the 


the increase in land holding size. 


land morigage decresses with 
in landholding whereas. in 
raom it incroases with the inccease in lend 
holding size, The Oraons are goad vogetable 
growers and need loan to get the required 

this purpose. “Having nothing 
‘ise to offer as security the Oreons ave 
forced to morigage theit land to get loan 
from the local money lenders. This table 
also shows that the exant of cultivated land 
‘decrease with the increase in land. holding 
size, This may be due to increasing cost 
ff cultivation which the poor farmers cannot 
meot from their own  souteas. Therefore, 
thoy are compeiled to Keave a portion of land 
‘cneultivated. 


In the absence of assured sources of 
ligation, raising a second wet crop was 
‘ut of question. The situation has changed 
ow 10 some extent, Different financiog 
‘agencies such as M. FA. L. Development 
‘Agency advance loan on subsidy to the 
Denetisiarios (email farmers) to dig walls 
for the purpose of inigation. A few pro- 
‘essive young Oraons have taken advantage 
‘Of these new schemes and Wied to Improve 
their economic condition, whereas. the 
‘Mundas appear to be loss interested as 
one of them have availed this facility. 
This may be due to leck of dynamic 
leadership. 


Cropping Pattern 

‘Tho land of this village are of two types: 
‘the dryland (Tan‘) and low land (Don). 
with sub-classitieation of |, IL Ill depending 
‘on their fertility and elevation. Tanr-1 
Is tho land situated near the village including 
“bat' and is some what fertile. In such type 
of land “Marhan dhan’ (paddy), vegetables 
‘and pulses are grown, Tane-ll is situated 
further away and ie oss fortle and suitable 
only for dry tops. Tant-lil is the upland 
rear the forests and hilloscks, and is most 


unferile were millets, ollseed and pulses 
ie grown. As there is no source of assured 
‘enigation. the crops grown, on these types 
‘of land are dependant on the monsoon, 
Due io poor fentlity of the land, farmers 
dump cowdung from thelr own 
sources and also ‘Karanja’ flowers collected 
Jn the month oF March-April, in the hope to 
G8 8 butter yl, 


Don-I is the high tend, Don-tl the medium 
and and Don-lil is the low land, In Don-t 
‘and Don-ii land paddy and vegetablos are 
‘grown, whereas Doni is sulle enly for 
addy’ cultivation, The fieide which” are 
ted in botwoon two valleys are teraced, 
® notin year of good rainfall, wator flows 
from the nearby ills and "passes through 
‘these lands, The rainwater also. brings 
Leposite Into these fields making 
‘them fertile. In some cases the Don-Ill is 
found to be waterlogged. The availability 
of groundwater is just a fow feet below tho 
‘surface and the farmers dig small woll 
for iigation. Manure ot fertiizer is rarely 
‘used in thove files, 


‘90 staple food of the people is rice. The 
farmers mainly grow paddy. In addition 
10 It they algo grow samai (Gundull), hor- 
segram, blackgram, ragi in the Khart season, 
‘and surbyja (niger), mustard, redgram and 
‘gram in the rabi soason. Recently after the 
Ingustialisation of Hatia the farmers have 
Introduced potato, wheat and vegetablos 
‘such a8 adiesfinger, tomeio, cabbage, ridge 
gourd and pumpkin. Except vegetable 
‘which have a greet commercial value in the 
local markets the other crops are giown 
‘mainly for home consumption, The seeds 
which they use are of local varitios. and the 
improved of highyiolding varieties are used 
‘only in recent time in small quantities, 
because “of the high cost of cultivation of 
such crops. But the farmers apply chemical 
ferslizer in small quantites to got a bettor 
Yield in land where vegetables, wheat and 
Poiato are grown, The Table 4 gives the 
cropping Pattern of the village. 


Economic 


TABLE 4 


= unde Mastin 
cope gers, yes 
Batiste: hen, feck fies Sees 
peed ‘aoe 
mM @ o i) 6) (6) ” (8) 
ty 7320 6048 2860 7286 112758 soar 71655 
ag 275 20 640 1360 1600 997 2048 
fein 30 881 190 482 1100 ome 2220 
pee as 228 290738 500283 10m 
Gundut om on 750 43965 
suru 105099 sm 397 680 
aga’ 80 382 600 
Pata? i 105 081208 
Wea 3. on os 028 080 
usta we 8 os 029 080 
Gnn* as os 023040 
Voostable: 20777 078 190 4352881300 
Tout 10686 10000 3848 10000 17080 10000 Steet 
: “Taacond Gop ge In Rab mon xs 
1 wl boo ae Tae naar ee rama te aan id 
paiéy"csupin tho Nghust porcanage sbove. The Muncas” and. Musing te 
Rhowed by gl Among‘ emer wpe ask 


ym occupies a significant place among the 
raons and the Muslims whereas horsogtam 
lamong the Mundas. Around 10 per cent of the 
‘ea, each of Muslims and Oraons wes. undor 
second crop which was t00 negligible among 
the Mundas. The Oraons have taken 
vegetables growing in a big way than tho 


derably but for lack of inigation 


facility it 
hhas not been possible. The dry crops are not 
profitable end are mostly grown for home 
consumption. The Oraons who have taken 


have dug @ 
nd a fow are doing share 
‘rapping, sharing one wall, The Muslims 


‘who are eeanomically and politically in bettor 
position than tho other two communities 
ould also to got loans from the 


Co-operative society uo wall as from the Block 
for growing vegetables 


Occupation 

{As pointed above land is not  suttiolontly 
productive on account of ecological limi 
tions. and lack of irigation facilities. Finding 
itdlificult to depend oxclusively on agriculture 
the poops have taken to wage earnining and 


resorted 10 seasonal migration to far off 
places like Andaman Islands where they 
Work in the P. W, D. and Forest Departments 
1s labourers, A fow people also migrate 10 
the toa plantations areas of Assam, Wost 
Bengal, and Bhutan In soarch of wotk. The 
‘main subsidiary occupation of the Oraons and 
ming, whereas that the 

‘of tho Muslims is business followed. by wé 
farming. Tho Oraons, particularly wome 
found it profitable to purchase paddy in tho 
local markets and after husking resale rico 

30 markets. to suppl 

the primary 


forioulgultural labour. The tibale have communities, 
TABLE 5 
Occupational pattern of diferent communities 
orwon Mande Muslin 
Occupation fimary Seoondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary 
0 @ @ ay © o 
‘Agriculture 76 5 35 4 a2 9 
(e085) (8-62) (6863) (11-76) (84-00) (80-00) 
Labourer? 4 “ 8 28 5 10 
(426) (7068) (18:69) (62:36) (1000) (39-93) 
Service® 1 é 1 
(198) (2:00) 
Business 12 A 2 2 " 
(2069) (392) (6:88) (400) (9667) 
Outmigration 4 ' 6 e 
(1488) (9:80) 
Tot 24 58 8 34 50 30 
(100.00) (100:00) (100-00) (10:00) (100.00) (10:00) 


Note—Figur 
* Unskiled labour othor than industl 
+ thor than industrial 


a 


in the brackots are columnwise percentages 


at 
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villago is situated at a walking distance of 
the industrial townships, not single person 
hhas secured a parmaneat job or any other 
work even under the contractors in the 
industries. This leads to discontentment in 
the minds of the people and therefore they 
‘a forced to go away to far off places in 
search of employmant. This, in turn, reduces, 
the work force available for cultivation which 
loads. to undor utilisation of available ulti. 
vab'e land, Tho nature of work tho poopie 
do is crushing of stone and construction of 
road, oto, in which wage rate is very low as a 
man gots RS. 2'60 and a woman As, 200 
por day. This work is also not availablo 
Uhroughout ho yoar and on ali days. As a 
rasult tha poople are half-fed and on many 
‘days they do not get food at all. 


Income 
‘As stated, the major source of income of the 
Inhabitants of the village is sgrioulture, 
Wageoarning supplements income from 
agriculture. This is more so in the caso of tho 
tribals. than othor communities of the villag 
f sources of Income for those who are 
marginal farmor aro callaetion of minor forest 
products such as lac, karanja seeds, mahua 


‘minor forest produces in the local_markets 
to patty traders who come fom Ranchi 10 
‘snatch away their fruits of labour at very 
‘nominal prices. The Lac (Iaka) is ¢0 to say 
ccltivated by them andif proper price i offered. 
to thom the condition of the people can be 
improved to a great extent. Tho income por 
{amily is the lowest among the Mundas and 
the highest among the Muslims, In all cases 
‘agriculture contribution is the highest. But 
‘the Muslims. due to their surplus Income from, 
‘agriculture they could manage to plough back 
@ portion for highor Incoms from agriculture 
‘whereas the Mundas could not do 80, But 
‘the Oraons due to introduction of commercial 
‘ops could also get_a higher income from, 
agriculture. The Table 6 gives an ides 0. 
Income by differont sources, 


Food Supply 

Low yield from land and _moegte income 
from sources other than agiioulture have, 
naturally affected the food supply. The. 
‘extent of thelr food deficit is examined here 
As rica is their staple food, | converted the 
total income into fice at the prevailing 
‘market price. Then annual requirement 
of food has been calculated on the basis 
of data collected ftom them for diferent 


flowar and seeds, animal buy-producis such ge groups, Table 7 gives dats on food 
‘a5 milk and business. The people sale their supply and their actual requirements. 
TABLES 
Average Annual Income-Sourcewise for diferent commuuities 
fin. Rupees) 
‘Ore0n 
Landhotding group 
Agrioutture Labour M.FLP. Service Othe Tot 
o 2 © © © © 
1. Landloss ae a. ‘ 
2. Up to 5:00 + 87284 48053 9642 21047 21647 1,805-73 
3. 5:01 to 1000 1.57721 32000 16500 16000 26600 2408-71 
4.1001 10 1500 ., 2.71990 25000 10000 .. + 3.08880 
5. 1501 andabove =. az 9 
Overatt 1.08784 42600 111-80 19880 21620 2.08048 
Percentage to'totalincome.. (53:30) (2088) (5-48) (974) (1060) (10000) 


TABLE 6 
Average Annual Income-Sourcenise for oifferent communities 


{ln Rupees) 
Munda 

Landholding group Agi- Labour MFP. Sewice Other Total 
eukure average 

0) © © 0 an ay «9 

1, Landloss ; 28688 3333 13667 126-67 509.93 
2. Up 10 6400 87074 50285 16785 21071 1.70880 591-29 
3, 841 to 1000 + 121338 52500 15000 30000 82500 25298 

4.1001 to 1500 

B.150tandabove 

over all -- 62859 S163 @210 17604 25516 161700 


3888 91-92 384 1094 1442 10000 


Muslim 

Landholding group Agi- Labour M.F.P. Service Others Total 

culture average 

(oy 14) 8) 8) 7) 18) (18) 

1, Landloss ++ 9998 27500. 1.95000 2324.98 

2. Up to 5:00 26744 €8.57 152.00 706-85 70885 1,845:79 

3. 5:01 to 1000 ++ L748 2000 11000 96.00 90400 2901-48 
4.1001 to 1600 = ., 249475... 500-00 1200.00 1.95000 
6.1501 andabove = .. 641951 «. «37500. 08-75 

Over all s+ 218543 18326 16085 144-42 93652 3587.08 


Porcontagetotakoincome.. 6008 S15 465 «4.03 26-02 10000 


TABLE 7 


Food supply and Requirement 


Oran 


Land holding size groups. Total annual Total annual 
requirement Kgs. supply Kgs. 


o @ @ o) 
Landloss te ~ a 
Upto 500 . 34,838520 26,360-000 896 
501 to 10:00 Fe 10,763120 902.848, 017 
10.01 to 15:00 ee 2249-860 2.485200 942 
1801 toand above 7 E is Pa 
Munda 
‘Land holding size groups Total annual Deficit 
supply Kos. tet 
a © © o 
Landless 2795-900 1,744.00 3762 
Up to 6:00 ++ 20,282320 19,157-087 378 
5401 to 10-00 + 9162960 4037-408 427867 


10:01 to 15:00 ‘ a a 


1601 to and above =. by 


“Adult unit 0500 grains par meal 
“Infants—0-250 grammes per meal 


“a 


TABLE 7 


Foot supply and Requirement* 


Muslim 
- 
Land holding size groups Total annual Total annual Deficit 
requirement supply or 
‘Surplus 
o) @) O) (10) 
Landloss 9343400 3.719.000 +1123 
Up to 6:00 11,002'660 10,396-473 605 
601 to 10:00 7,295:620 11,606-824 $59.08 
10:01 to 18:00 + 4012-888 4,915:800 $2264 
16:01 and above 10,276-020 23,946:440 4188-08 
“Adult Unit—0-600 grammes per meal _ 
“Infants-—0-250 grammes per meal 
Indebtedness 


From Table 7 it is seen that among tho 
Oraons and Mundas there is a food deficit 
‘among the people having small holding. But 
‘this deficit decroases with incroaso in the hold 
ing size and becomes surplus. Among Oraons 
‘hove isa dofict (6°17 percent) in the 5:01 to 
10°00 size group whores as among Mundas 
here is @ Surplus up to 27°67 per cent int 

sama.size class, Mundas are landless labourers 
Who suffer a deficit. of food by 87.62 por 
ent. Tho deifrronce in food deficit among 
‘tho Oragns and Mundas Is duo to the sizo of 
‘tho family, The Oraons have a bigger family 
‘ize than the Mundes. The food situation 
‘among he Muslims is quito difforont, 
Exoopt_ the groups having land within 0.01 
to 6,00 acras there is food surplus in all tho 
‘Groups in cluding the landless, In this group 
tho deficit. is up to 6-05 por cont, But in 
In the group having above 15 acres of land, 
the surplus is most remarkable which is as 
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‘As the inhabitants are unable to meet their 
household consumption Eering @ few whe 
hold 10.01 acres of land end above. they 
have hardly any thing loft out from their 
‘own sources to invest for a higher income 
fiom agriculture. “Therefore, they ste forced 
{0 borrow money fiom money-lenders, rele~ 
tives and Government sources such a6 
eo-operative society, Block and Teceavi, 
I was. observed. that although the Govemn- 
‘mental agencies lend money et lower sata 
of tinorost than the private agencies, the 
‘people fal that the loan advanced. by th 
former sources aro inadequate os woll a 
untimely and therefore do not see thoie 
purpose. Besides, tho unscrupulous end the 
Luntrained officials, harass tho people ang 
domand a sharo (a6 high as 26 por cent) of 


dofaulters and thelr request for postponement 


ECONOMIC, 


‘of repayment is tuned down causing hardship. 
‘Thoso circumstances force them to go to the 
private money-lenders who take interest at 
exhorbitant rate, They also have to 
mortgage land. means they are to part 
away a portion of their land and in tum 
ddocroases in their income. But the fact is that 


whatever amount is required. They walt 
till the harvesting of next crop for repayment 
in case of crop failure, This is why the 
people prefer to borow from them even at 
higher rate of interest. Again the co-opera- 
tive society located in the village is governed 
by the economically well-to-do. persons who 


unlike the Governmental agencies, the private take more benefit then the tribals. This ‘can 
rmoney-lenders advance loan at anytime and be seen from 
TABLE 6 
Indebtedness (in rupees) 
Ora0n 
——— 

Land holding size group Government Private ‘average 
‘sources sources per He 

oO) @ ) oy 

Landioss s a 
Up to 5:00 acres 300 (2) 840 (4) 4421 
5.01 to 10:00 acres 500 (3) 2,600 (2) 62000 
10:01 to 15:00 acres é 
16°01 and above acres ‘ =n 
vera 2 800 (5) 3.14006) 15760 

Munda 
se 

Land holding size group Government “Average 
sources sources or H. H. 

) © CO) o 

Landloss rm 5 = 
Up to 5:00 acres 1.460 (7) 328718) 39602 
5-01 to 1000 acres 3752) 41.100 (2) 73760 

1.01 to 16-00 acres a « a 

18:00 and above =. we = a. 
vera 1895 (9) 4387 (11) 325-89 


Note—Figures in the brackets are 


No, of beneficiaries 
45 


TABLE @ 
Indebtedness (in Rupees) 


“Muslim 
Land holding size group Government sources Pri 
o ® 
Landiows 200(1) 
Up to 6:00 aor 1,870 (6) 
5:01 to 10:00 acres 400 (1) 
10:01 to 18:00 acres 300(1) 
16:01 and above acres 1,400 (2) 
Overall 3,680 (11) 
Noto-Figures in the brackot —— 3 
{can bo soon from Table 8 that with Increaso out migration, 


we yun mr, Hace, a clit® (1) ig alo land sould bo nena 
Te ee anal repaint distributing to landless. labourers and 
‘the Oraons. This may be attributed to the poor cultivators: after reclamation. 


fact that tho ‘Oraons most ¢ part of their (2) tigation facilities. should bo. provided 
need from the sale-proceeds of vegetables by digging more wells, tanks and 
in'tho aby. markets as well a8 rome trough moinar iigation projects 
tance which hey recelve from family members (3) Medium and long-term loans 
Wh ae staying outside the. village, But should” be given on easy terms by 
they Mundas, having less number of auch the. Government agencies and 
persons. away from home” get much less tater dabts should be liquidated 
famitance "fom ‘utside. ‘Therefor, they fand the lands mortgaged should be 
tro more, dopendent on loan than the Oraons, ‘eleased. 

dette Musiime are involved In business In (4) Aveoparste Employment. Exchange 
Bee TARTAR el eaaioer: Coa smans., mela: betes 
Voek ‘So thoy had to borrow more than tho He ean ate 
other to communis. tibals In Indust! complex 


(8) A suitable Governmental agency 
should have monopoly to. procure 
forest produces from the tribals at « 


Conclusion 
To sum up, tho analysis shows. that the 


nope, barring # fow, Sow f 
Beste, “et “Tel scoronn condo competive pres and supeiy thik 


is very. poor and the stendard of living is cally nectedlty at fale re 
very low. The scope for employment in (6) Credit at preferential rate of int 
the” Industial complex is negligible. Tho by different nationalised banks 
prossure of population on land is high, should be provided to the poor 
Productivity of land is vory much timited on 

account of lack of inigation and ecological 
limitations. The consequences have been 
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A study of modernisation levels 
among the Scheduled Tribes of 


. North Orissa Tribal Region 


K. C, Sotpathy 
SK, Mishra 


‘The levels of modemization anong the scheduled ites of Norin Ores Trike! 


Rogion has been moasured by taking two principal indicators, Le. 


vibeniaeon a 


IMoraey. The principal component analysis mathod has boon weed for mectwirg iho 


lovels of modernization. Tho mode 


ion level we 


‘onproteed through» methe= 


‘matical index. The analysis shows that tho tortary ecoromic sctivliy of tho re'erel 


economy acts a8 major 


fof tha rogion, Similaiy, the tcorates having, 
scheduled ties. Thus the level of mover 


ioe for determining the love! 


of uitaniaotion errong the vites 
on piceomiraie emerg the 
individual wikel communi 


nary «di 
‘on of 


fof the region doponds upon the tikes” perticradon in the tortaty écoromilc. ucii- 


vitios ond the number of literaten 


1, Introduction 

1.4. The nature of any dovelopmental 
proscription for @ tribal socloty sommimes 
{dove dopend upon the extent and the level 
to which a tibal socloty has responded 
towards various socio-economic changes 
(ise, the process. of urbanization, industri 
ligation and other economic activities). 
This problem necessitates to have a compre 
hensive measurement among the tribal 
‘tovioties. The present paper is an attempt 
Tomoasure the lavels of moderisation among 
the scheduled tribes of North Orissa Tribal 
Region. 


2. Objective 

21, The principal objective of this paper 
is to measure, quantitatively, the level of 
‘modornisation among the Scheduled Tribes 
by taking. certain socio-economic indicators. 


3. Study Area 
31, For tho sivdy purpose, the Novit Ora 
Tribal Region has boon taken into. account, 
‘Tne rogion consists of three districts, namely 
Sundargarh, Keonjher snd Mayurbhanj. 7? 
total population of tho rogion is 2420 lakhe 
(1971) out of which 1836 lakts aie tho 
Population of Scheduled Trikes (6570 por 
cent). About 27 differont major scheduled 
Wibes are inhabiting in the region. Among 
these vibes Sarrals, Bhumiyas, Bathudis, 
Bhumijs, Gonds, Folhss, Oreons, Kisans, 
Khariss ond Gonds are predominantly fours. 


4. Data 

41, All tho data of 1971 Consus wore 
‘computed from the unpublished documents of 
the Directorate of Census Operation with the 
permission of the Ditector, Census Operation, 
Orissa, 
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5. Definitions 
51. Modraisation : For the convenience 
fof tho prosant analysis “Modscnsation’ is 


dyfinad a5 a pr02955 within tho socioty by 
wiich the sasiety davslogs incorporating 
‘certain advantageous fastors into its social 

‘actos: may be of soci 
ecor0m'2 9° psychological in nature and 
fan be gonvrated within a society or can be 
loamad for other soristies, 


52 spending upon the availability of 
data, two facio: of —modomnisation are 
onsidored forthe analysis viz, urbanisation 
fand education, The factor urbanization is 
fssumad tobe tho function of urban economic 
‘olives and urbanism, i., urban way of 
Iie. Similarly, education is a function of 
‘s9:o-cullural activities and mostly related to 
tho various educational fovels of the society. 
6, Problam of formulating one Index 

41, Taking thasa two-aspects (Urbani- 
zation and education) a sxt of indicators 
‘aro s2ieated fo: tho analysis. Indopondantly 
‘each 079 of tho indicato:s. cannot provide 
a comprohonsive picture of ths levels of 
‘modocnization among tho tribes: So, it is 
heoessary to fuze all tho indices into one 
Iniieato:. The process of aggregation of 
fusion of indieators to one comzauite index 
cannot be porsible without giving waight 
to exch of tho indicato’s, This creates the 
prosiem of determining weightages for the 
Indicators. Thea comis the prodlem how 
to got the composite Index, whether through 
muliplication oF simaly addition of weights. 


62. This problem is solved by principal 
eomponent analysis? © A) method 
‘davoloped by H. Hottlling'. 


This Provides way how to fuse a group 
fof variables into a more fundamental set of 
indopendont orthogonal components called 
factors’. Moreover, the fundamantal variates 
(ie, composite index) are aggregative 
in mature and takes into account the problem 
‘of multicollinearty and provides a set of 


‘mathematical weight. This method was. 
tused in a number of authontie studies for 
finding out a composite index 

3. For this analysis, other methods like 

escriminant analysis cannot be favoured 
unless. we have some ida about tho oxstence 
‘of two dscriminable groups. So, it is 
more safe to use the P.C.A. method for 
the presoat analysis. 
17. Methodology 

The principat _componant analysis 
involves. the following stages for aniving at 
the final esutts— 

1. (@) Inter-comelation matiix : To find out 
the comelation co-offcionts between, 
‘each of the variables the said matric 
(s formed, 

(®) Scanning of variables : Considering 
the results of comelation  mavix, the 
voriables having significant and 
conformal correlation co-aficionts are 
taken out and grouped, 


{€) Calculation of Eigen values and 
Eigen vactors, 

(2) Determination of weights for each 
indicator 


(©) Formation of composite index : By 

‘multiplying the weights with tho 
transformed indioes and adding all 
the values of indicators the compositer 
{ndox is determined. This process is 
reposted for each group. Then all 
the Individual groups. are fused into 
‘one to find out a composite index. 
On the basis of the index a closel- 
fication is made for the requirements 
of the analysis. 
8. Analysis 

81. Tho standardised" data of the selected 
indicators have been fed to @ digital computer 
to get the inter-corrlation matix of the 21 
‘variables. Howover, the conoation matrix 
cannot be presented here due tots sizeable 


() 


Lin he ee 


4 Lattil oie ce er ores 
By 6 Tet 


5 Sam ate teas compari ecensr austen are made ano stan 4 stndersind vale ot the ata 
tes como 


oat atom 


‘magnitude. Only indicators having _ signi 
ficant corelation wore taken into account 
for further analysis 


‘The nogative correlated indicators within 
the group have been dropped. In some cases 
positive cozelation co-officionts _(insigni- 
ficant at & por cont evel) also have Been 
‘considered since they camy more factuat 
significance. On tho basis of above ssid 
Taciore saven indicators in the urbanization 
‘group and five indicators. In the education 
{group havo boon solected. The correlation 
Tateix of each group has been given in 
Tabla No. 1 and Tablo No. 2 


82. Utbanisation : Comeistion matiix — 
The matrix was formad by taking urbanix 
tion as the ba ‘and its other 


Ccoroleted indicators from the computed 
Inter-corolation maitix. The indicatore ore 
8 follows — 
(@ No. of urban population to total 
‘population. 
(i) No. of tertiary workers to total 
population. 
ii) No. of workers in other than 
household industry to total popula 
tion, 


(V)_ No. of workers in tho other services 
10 the total population. 


(W)) No. of workers In the constree 
tion to the total population. 


(vi) No. of workors in the mining and 
quarrying. ete. to the total popul 
tion. The corralation matrix is 
‘ven in the Table No. 1. 


83. Education correlation matrix :—By 
taking the literacy as tho base indicator 
five and five matrix was formed. The 
indicators aro as follows — 

() No. of literates (Consus defined) 
to the total population. 


(2) Primary level educeted persons te the 
total population, 

(@) Non-technical diploma 
the tota!_ population, 


holders to 


9) Graduates to tho total population, 


(#) Matriculates to tho total 
‘lon, 


‘The convlation matrix is given in Table 
No.2 


popu 


84, Weight Determination —The said 
two matrices are further computed to obtain 
tho following equations which oxplains the 
‘weiaitsges of each indicatore of each group, 


Uy= 020808 x,4-0°29268 x5++-021770x 


+0 22710r 02218414. 014468 Hy 
+ 019788, 


se eee notes et men 
2.0% te 

fe Te tate 
Coe at Oe wa 2 
pert ieee 
me oeoeies asctcrene 
19 the equation. fe ' 


Ur= 0:34147714-0-42810y'+.0.203149y) 
+0373405y,4-0:361830y, wr 


Here tho explained total variation in the 
ginal set by Us 4272 per cont ‘The 
= 2335. U, = composite index for 
literscy group. xth = the variables of 
urbanization group. yith = the variables 
of literacy group. - 


88. Composite index _formetion—Tho 
composite index U, and U; have been 
‘calculated for oach tribe and accordingly 
‘classified. (Table No. 3) Finally. the two, 
lndices are fused by equal correlation method 
land a composite index of modemization has 
‘been found out. Taking the composite index, 
‘the tribes were calasitied to know the relative 
levels of modemization among them (Table 
No. 3). 


A STUDY. + 


9. Result and Discussion 

811. Urbanization :—Tho anelysie revesls @ 
high coxolation.botwoen the level of urbsrisa- 
tion and the tribal workers pardcipation in 
tho torary activity of tho regional ‘economy. 
I sooms that this soctor provides. a better 
tmployment for the wibos those aro migrating 
to tho urban areas. Tho conilation of, 
‘urbanization with tho economic sctivitios 


liko other services, tansport and storage 
also oxplaing tho above fact. Thus, it may bo 
concluded that tho development. of transport 


and otier seivices systems have significant 
Impact on tho spread of urbanization among 
tho Scheduled Tribes of the region, The 
classification of tribes on the basis of levol of 
‘urbanization index (Tablo 3) shows that 
Mundas, Oreons, Mundaris nd Kolhas. occupy 
tho highost love! of urbanization scale, Only 
‘Juangs havo the lowest lovel of urbanization 
(0°5774 indox) among ihe tribes of tho region, 
Bathudis, Dharuas, Matyes and Kondo Novo 
{olativly’ a low javel of urbanization. Othor 
tribos ara. in a twtormadiato siagy of utbont 
zation, Thus, vary fw tiboe are Influenced 
by tho process of urbanization of tho region, 
‘Tha main barHior(n tho eprood of urbaniza 
tion among tho Trboa (8 their oconomy 
which only contrs round a primitive agtis 
euliure, Moreover, tho low love) of kill, 
‘and odueation coupled with other sozio~ 
Togical factor also erost hindrances for the 
rapid divaaification of tho economy and tho 
urbanization aniong tho Ulbca af the region, 


82 Eduestion —Tho educations) level 
‘among the tibes mainly limited up (0 tho 
primary education. Other higher \eachnical 
and non-toehnieal education have lttio 
Impact on tho tribes of tho region. The 
io rovoals that tho tribes. liko Orson, 
‘and Kaware have relatively 
tho highost fovel of educational index among 
tho ttibes of the region, Tho tikes like 
Matya, Dharwar, Kolahs and Gonds show 
4 low level of index. Apert from these 
‘ribes, all other tribes. are either included in 
higher or medium level of litowcy group. 
It'sooms from the abovo analysis. that the 
prosent education system has litle impact 
fon the tribes of the region, 


Tho deep rooted cavses 
foctivencss of education at 
tnood not bo elaborated hore. 


82, Modemiaatior—it_ ie bead that 
five iter have comgeretissly high lee) of 
modernisation (Tables) era they ave Nunca 
Orsons,  Khavge, Kolnee. end Murder 
Tho Tribes having @ very low level of rocarn 
zation ato Matyas, Juangs, Dfiwars end 
Gonds. "Out of thes wikee Waiyes ord 
ivangs have tho’ lowest (i 6, O43 and 
1955176) index of modernization. Ther score 
in coo of urbanization and iteacy sho. 
very: low. Duo to tho nature of thelr soci 
fysom these tibes. have responded nega 
{ively al types of developmental. aoites 
fnd Honea. have scored. tho lowest valu. in 
tho soa, Moreover their ecoronty it 
Sill ‘inthe primitive. Wel and choractereo 
low parieipevon in tho 1cglonal cecoromy 
£0, all these fectors contived wih ober 
fuciow determine ther posien inthe lowest 
Heit of the. ecole of mecemirton, All the 
Ta tice aon an incimedite.stege of 
Wrodumaaien one ether occupy. 8. focivon 
iin 2rd o1dor Gs Sie reer (Table 8) of 
rroderneition, Most of the ibe of theen 
{oupo eithor havea Nigh Index for moder: 
nization, of low lidex for litacy “snd sco 
Yeraa, "Those ties though have shown the 
Indvation to ederise thoi cocley sl a0 
focing eurin probs. which Inhibit thelr 
progies to tho upper soalo of modenisatn, 
10, Conclusion 

104. Attor ana, i i 
low lel of mederizaon 
the Wibee rtleet and. abeonce of seocie- 
tin between factors of itercey (ecuerton) 
fad oconomie' potepaton, At a. mater 
of fect modernisation or a tsrefouret.on of 
thoir pimive. way of ving ino.2 modo 
fone can bo achieved only when the stove 
mentored two facie are matched ra 
Syrehvonised popotly. Novcoser, eee pia- 
tion tequites ‘an exfocure which "urn 
requires tho cteuretenco of eommnicten 
find accoptence, “This cen te. cehesed 
Only through edveaton co thet We. wees 
an frely ‘to sesnileted in the. reinstcem 
of th society. | 


‘of such inet 
obvious and 


obvious that 
fong most of 


TABLE 1 
Comelation Matrix (Urbanization) 


Variables = 
% % % x % % % 
x 1900000 
% (01661341 1.000000 
% 0676511 0603726 1.000000 
x 0664307 0:638081 0:684538 1.000000 
% 0601275 0622457 1:000000 
2 


0369810 0537246 0-968640 0.299383 0.972471 1.000000 


% 0312678 0495422 0.710361 0.710160 0586193 0.249604 1.000000 


N. B.—(a) The depres of freedom in all cases ic 27—2=25 


(8) Since the corrlation matrix is symetic enly upper lower diogonal have been 
presented. 

() “Significant at 1% level of significance 

(4) “Significant at 5% level of significance 

(©) Othocsare not significant at 1% and 5 % level of significance 


TABLE 2 
Comantion Matrix (Eévestion) 
Vaviabes ea 
a7 % % wy 
Yi ¥000000ost0908 oxzsm 
1.000000 oaiee7 ——o.ceonz 
y% 0214355 0.066329 
” 1.000000 uae 
“ 1000000 


‘A stuoy. 


Si 


No. 


Name of the 
Tribe 


Binjtoa 
Kora 

Bhuiya 

Bhumi) 

Kewar 

Lodha 

ison 

Soore 

Ponta 

Kotha % 
Ho 

Sounty 

Khond & ote. 
Bathudi 
Dharua 

Sahara 

Gond 

Dharwar 
Juang 

Matya 


26162 
24172 
2:0808 
2.3801 

22640 


22801 
1.7762 
19809 
19033 
18460 
19441 
12484 
404912 
20008 
1-8687 
1.5120 
20940 
16141 

41-4887 
11188 
9169 
10151 

1.4091 

41-9209 
41-2510 
08774 
14-0969 


TABLE 3 
Levels of Mademisation #mong the Tribes of the North Crssa Tito! Region, 1979 


< 
rPestpepeereezez2rrrrrt 


Literacy 


Modernisation 


(Comosito Index) 


Index 


zi epsexrxrse-2e23rEzzzrz72F 


23 


PS 


Rank cla 
siti 
cation 


(19) (19) 


ei 


1.V.H—Yery High 2. Urbanization 3, Literacy 4. Modernization 


H—High Mean—1:6591 Moan—=1-3469 Mean=1-0002 
M—Medium S.D=049913 8. D.= 048665 8, D.=0-2787 
L+tow C.V.=28-808% 6, V.=96-086% CV 27817% 
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Health & Genetic Problems of 
Kutia-Kondhs of Burlubaru village, 
Phulbani district (Orissa) 


Almas Ali 


Introduction 


Tho roport on the hoalth and genetic 
probloms is based on field workin the Burlubaru 


Village, a Kutia Kond’ vilago located in 
Boighar aroa of Phulbani district, Orisso 
Tha Kutla Kondhs aro a primitive section 
fof tho grant Kondh tbo which was once 


otod for its horied prac 
sacrifice and fomal infanticido, 


08 of 


Tho Kondie aro most numerous and. avo 


‘mainly concentrated in Koraput, — Phulbani 
‘and Kelanandi distiots. Tho advacod section 
fof the trbo is scattered throughout tho 


Stato and liv mixed with non-tibal people 
lathe differnt degroes of economic parabioss, 


‘The Kutia Kondhs aro oven to-day away 
from tho pale of civilization in the mountain 
fasiness0s and load a life of squalor, poverty 
‘and misory. Elthor any dotalod ethnographic 
‘study of any medical anthropology of the: 
Kondhs let alana the isolated primitive 
tion, 16 availablo. The present study is 


a baginning of systematic survey of th 
lita known probloms of health, gonotics 
‘and nutition among the tbe. The present 


study contros round thes problems. 


Objective 
The main objective of the prosent survey 
wasto identify special and specific problems 


‘concerning their health aspocts. A systematic 
‘survey work was therefore undertaken in 
Idantitying these probioms with the view of 
taking. affective measures in formulating 
dotinite health programmos and of course 
Imalomenting thom in the near future for the 
benefit and well-being of this particular 
tubal group. 


Burlubaru, the study village 

The village Burluboru lies at 
of 1f kms. from Belgher Police-Station on 
tho | Ambadola-Bolghar Road in Tumudi- 
bandh block of Phulbani district. Ieis situated 
fata height of about 2260 ft. above sealovel 
and lies roughly on 19:47°-N, latitude 
and 83-44°-E longitude, on the north-oast 
{tinge of the Eastern ghat. It is. surcounded 
by wooded hills and thick forest intersected 
by many porennial hill steams, The area 
fof the village is. about 65:64 acres and it 
‘comes under the spacial project area 
known 9s the Kutia Kondh "Development 
Agency (K. K. D. A). The village consists 
‘of 20 houso-holds of 107 poople all belonging 
to the Kutia Kondhe, 


a distenco 


Materials and Methods 

103 persons out of the total population 
of 107 wore oxamined physially, clinically 
fand tho blood samples wore tested for 


ee 


malaial parasioe sicklo-cell gene and G-6 
PD. (Glucose 3 Pion Ishipdrogensts) 
doficiensy. Ou: of 193 posions studied 
S2 wore imlos and SY waro fomales. The 
Youngest of t39 population examined was 
‘only 3 month’ old whereas ths oldest of 
72 yaars of 299. 


‘Toa folawing mschods ware used for 
tha suvoy of io study vilages— 

(2) A iatough clinizal axamination 
fof chs p22ple of te village was made and 
jin soma casos with tha Nelo of laoo-aiory 
data tho existing disaases in the study 
village wore dingnasod aes genare| disosee 
aicarn Was 96a9i0d 


(0) Survey of nuvitional status jn tne 
sample families was carriad out only by 
‘the hhalp of clinical assassment. 


Clinical Examination Inspection and measure 
ment. 


Tho overall nutitional appoarance of exch 
pationt was appraised to. find out whetnor 
| poraon ia grossly undawaight or has general 
sod akin fosions or other Indiestons of 
Uasmiafastory health, possibly lated to 
diot, Changos in hair, ayes, skin, nok, 
mouth, wth knoe and’ ankle jork rtlonan, 
2oduma of lower extrommties and may 
‘thar signa suggosting possible autrtionsl 
Seticloncy warn evaluated: 


(2} Dua on nygions, sanitation, 
toligious baliets, about nasith practices, 
traditional mothads of troaiment. prose 
healt “condition snd health facies a 
‘madical care avaliable In the village wore 
ollecied by interviewing people of tha 
village 


(2) In dopth ievestigation with spociat 
‘oferance to genstic diseases such a8 sickla- 
tell disease and rod-call enzyme deficiency 
(G-0-PD) was cartiod out wth the help 
of following methods 


(9 For detection of sickio-csi! disease 


the simple sickling test was 
conducted using s0d?sm-mata- 
bisulphite, 


(2) For dassstion of G-6-PD deficiency 
Sralustne’ method was adopted 
sing 2-9 Dishlore-Phenol indo- 
anol and. Phenacin-mathesulpha 


(i) For devseiion of msiaisl parasite 
hick and thin. blood flim were 
taken and sxamined. 


Observetion, Finding & Discussions 
From te survey the following health 
robioms have omerged:— 


in the matter of health and ssnitation 
Kutia Kondtis of the village are very back- 
word and primitive, That knowlegda 
fogershng health is ucimastary. They 
SSuldvare tend and grow thelr own food. 
They Tako butialow mint, beet and poik 
‘but tare is inadequate supply of uch 
‘animal protein, Their staple food ier 
thovah they are fond of ragi gruel, They 

89 regulsied mond for thelr daily diet, 
Tho coresis ang nllvis Bush av pl and 
rica which are produced by them hercly 
ast for about 4 months and tho rest of the 
Bi monins they dopsnd on wild roo's, {wits 
sed leaves of evible ploais, Fruits ouch 
‘a8 mango and jeck frit provide food. 0 
the uta for about one to two moniha, 
They prepare gruel fiom mango stonos 
‘Thus jn their dist fox and proisin content 


very inadequate. Thus, deficlencion in 
ati both quandiative and quail 
‘The result Is malnutntion which Ie most 


common In the study village.Tha  Kutia 
Kondns avo very much addicted ta Mohua 
‘and Salsp fiquor. One of heir common 
drinko is “Kataiu’, Consumption of such 
alcoholic diinks aggravates iver discavos. 
‘Thus, Civohels of liver hae been found to 
‘be ona of the common dlesatos. among 
them. Consciousness regarding _todily 
cteanliness is lacking among them pariculatly 
‘among the children and women. Lack 
‘of personal hygiene causes skin and Infectious 
diaoases, Those Kutiss do not take bath 
for days together. Some of thom are without 
‘beth evon for 2 month and most of them 
‘do not, brush their woth and thersfare dental 
and skin diseases are mos: common among. 
the Kutias, 


HEALTH AND. 
Typ of diseases prevalent (Disease was rampant, Though no health survey 
pattern) Was conducted in this village 


Madicat examination of the 103 poopie 
of the study villago Indieaies that almost 
all_psopie wore found to havo suffored 
from one type of ilinoss oF thas. Most 
‘common dissaso Is Malaria, Other typos 
of disaasos aro waier-borne and due to 
Luniygionie condition of the surrounding in 
which they iva and malnutition and low 


Intake of food. Tho souise of drinking 
water is the hillsream whien is not only 
polluted but also has high content of 


fraphita causing jertation inthe gastroint 
stinal tact resulting in gaste discomfort, 


abdominal pain, hyper-acidity and consti- 
pation, 
Tho hill sitoam serves many purpose, 


It provides water for drinking and cooking 
food, and cleoning uionails. it is tho 
place where. pooplo bath, wash their body 
‘afior defecation and clusn their caxtiv. it 
Is for this reason that Incidence of diarohea 
and dysootery (Amoobic and Gacilary), 
Typhoid and othor gastrie disoasos are very 
common. Oscuraneo of halsminthic (worm) 
Infoctions, viz., Taonia solium, Tasnia bovis, 
Ascaris Lumbri colds (Tape worm and. 
round worm), otc, is high due to their 
food habits, The Incidence of 7.8. (Tubereus 
Josis) Is aloo. high, the most. 
‘common form of it boing pulmonary tubereu- 
foals, Seim-stawvation, inferior alot ond 
tunhygionic living conditions, attibute "to 
tho provalance of 7.8, —Tholt houses eve 
roctangular In ground plan with somo 2. 
rooms while most of thom having only 
fone room each. The walls made of planks. 
‘of ‘sal wood in most cases and of bamboo, 
Wattle plastered with mud in a fow cases, 
In all casas. tho roof is grass. thatched, 
There are no windows. Hardly any light 
Gots Into tho hut, Poor ventilation and 
lose contact with infected mombors of the 
family aro largely responsible for wido 
Spread contagion 


Only 3 cases of Loprosy wore seen in 
tho study village. But in Rangoparu, @ 
wilago 3} Kms. from Burlubaru, leprosy. 


preliminary visit brought out es meny 2s 
23 leprosy patients in this village, They 
Were not segregated from thele society ang 
‘the diseass spread widely as a r0sult of 
lose contact with the infected patients, 


No case of Yaws was detected in the 
study village. Similarly, no case of filariasis, 
was also prosent and this daoase is perhaps 
‘Rot common in this arvs, The incidence of 
ome viral diseases. are common particularly 
that of the upper respiratory tract with 
Ssymptums of rhiniis (running nase) haryngl- 
us, bronchitis, cold, cough and » favor, 
‘Skin diseases are very common in this 
village, 3 tops the list among all 
ciseases. Other skin disoases 
9 also common, Venoreal di 
viz, syphilis and gonorhea i not 
‘among Kutias. Cardio-vascular 
(hoa disoase),  diabotes 
‘disoasos (kidnoy dsoaso) 
Disosses of ear also are not common, 
Daontal diseases aro very common. Hypertens 
Sion (high blood pressure) was not seen 
in any of the individuals of the study 
village, On tne contrary low blood pressure 
a8 very common, One of the. most 
Intoresting observations was. thet not a 
Single person even the very old porsons 
wore neither bald nor had thoie halt grown 
Grey. Child mortality rate is not very high, 
Adult marriage is practised among tho 
Kutias. During our survey we found out 
‘many unmaried gis of 22 to 26 years of ago. 


diseases 
melitus, renal 
19 HOt $0 common, 


‘Nutrition assessment by clinics! methods 

Nutrition survey (only nutrition assessment) 
through clinical study was also conducted 
during this survey to assess the prevalonce 
‘of malnutrition and undernutrition in. the 
study village, Unfortunately no diet survey 
could bo conducted, which is a must in 
‘any nutition survey to dofine the diet and 
the dietary pattern of the population, 


On clinical assessment 43 cates showed 
fone oF more signs or symptoms of nutitional 
ficiency, Most common deficiencies 
obsorved wera — 


Uncor-nutaition— 
(2) Low woight in relation to. height 
(b) Diminishod « 


in folds 
(2) Lotheray-ospecially In children 
(a) Bxaggeraiod skeletal prominence 
(#) Loss of elesicty of skin 


Protain-calorlo doticloncy— 


(0) Ocdoma 


‘ 


(2) Xerosis of skin 


Vitemin ‘A’ (Retinol) deticloney— 


(0) Xovos's eonjuetivae 


(2) Bitore spots 
Vitamin 81 (Thiamin) deficiency — 


(2) Loss of ankle jorks 
(8) Calf muscle tenderness 
Vitamin 82 (Riboflavin) defi 


ncy— 
(a) Angular stomatitis 

(2) Choos 

(6) Magenta tongue 

(2) Comeal vascularization 
Vitamin © (Ascorbic acid) deticieney— 
(®) Spongy end bleeding gums 
(b) Potochiao 
Vitamin © doticioney— 

(2) Active rickots in childvon 


(0) Hesiod rickots in chiléron and tow 
adult 


(©) Octomalacia in adults with focal 
skelotal doformitos, 


Iron deicioncy— 
(2) Pallorof Mucous Membrono(Anaemic) 
(8) Kollonchia 


1k may be emphasized that the aforementio- 
ed signs are iaigely non-specific and clinical 


examination alone isnot sulficient to 
‘establish a clear and definite diagnosis, 
‘of nutritional iseases and deficione 

‘A tnrough diet survey and biochemical 


Studios revealing confiemetory and essential 
Gioiary and bochemical data are required for 
the appraisal of nutritional status. Future 
studies of nutritional stess will throw more 
Night on the probiom, 


of Kutia Kendhs 
ee of slcklo-col! iseeeo ie 
uite common among the people of th 
study village, $0 is the cote of Enzyme 
Glucose-6-Phosp hate Dehydrogenase 
(G-6-PD) doficiency jn the blood, 


The torm sickle-cell digease is epplied 
to all hereditary (genetic) disorders in 
Which the red-eolls contain’ Heemoglobin-S 
(oF (Hb-S). Hb-S is much less soluble than 
‘normal haemeglabin the 
reduced state, When re 
‘changes with the result that the cells which 
conain it become markeciy deformed, 
assuming a sickle-shape hence the name 
sicklo-col disea 

known as sic 


ingot, The 
sicklo-disoases aro sickle-cell 
angemia end sickle-cell 

The red-cell enzymo G-8-PD_deficlonoy 


{8 a genotically tansmitted disorder by a 
s0%-linked gone of intermediate dominence, 
Full expression of the wait occurs in hemi. 
2yG0UB males, in whom the single X-cbiomo- 
ome carries the mutont gene and. in 
homozygous. fomales in whom both sex 
tumoreito® 000 “sete, 8 mutant ge 
Fotermediate expression is found in hetero 
2ygous femeles in whom expression is 


Wore collected from 
the study villige. 18 casos with G-6-PD 
oficlency wore dotected, and the Incidence 
of sickle-cell haemoglobin (sickie-cell_ gene) 
was dotected in 22 cases. Such a high 


HEALTH AND 


insidance of sickle-call disease and G-6-PO 
onzyma daficiency calls for immediate 
remedial attention . 

Tha abnormality of those two genes 
expose the Kutias to : 1. Drug induced 
wall a5 othor forms of haemolytic anaomia 
‘with all lie known complications and 
2. Congenital meiformation, 


Malar 
Malaria la very common in this area 

and more so in the study village and 

manifosis 18 typical clinical symptom. 


‘All tno blood samples were tested for 
‘tho detection of malarial parasite (MP) 
With tho holp_of thick as well a3 thin 
blood filma, Tho Incidence of postive 
aso with malacial parasite inne. blood 
famoer was not very high (only 14 positive 
ceaso8). All of thom belong to the species 
Plasmodium —faleiparum. Buc linieniy 
With the held of past history of the linaas 
(Anaomnosis) and through lineal exami= 
nation it was found out that at loont 63 
persons ara sutfaring oF had wflered in 
tha scoot past, by malacal infection. The 
was also evident trom a vary bigh inciéenc 
‘of hypato-splanamegaly (onlorgement of 
Hivor and epioen). 18 poreons wore sutfoing 
fiom Malaria whon tho survey was under- 
takun, Mostly, children wore suffering from 
typical signe and aymptoms of ‘high faver 
of Injormtent type with ehivers and profuse 
‘wonting even though the clinicsl and 
laboratory Investigation for the Idontitieation 
fof Malaria} parasite did not tly always 
But it oan bo explained by the fact that 
fat tho tims of collection of blood sampioa 


preoumably, the parasites were sbsont, 
though in realty. the pottone may bo 
uttering fiom Malaria. From thie survey 


it Ie ovidont that among the inhabitents of 
Burlubsrt village the incidente of Malaria 
(Pislelparum) Ip. que igh. An interesting 
fact to nota le that the movtality rato trom 
Malaria fe ot gn at all 


‘Malaria and genatic disorders 
Prosumably those hilly areas are hyperon- 
demic ot mssoendemic for Malatial Infction. 


60 


The Kutia Kondhs have boon possibly 
exposed to Malaria! infection for tho last 
Several hundred yeers and a8 @ result such 
mutation miaht have aeaurrod in them. The 
heterozygous advantege In affording protection 
‘against Maria, particuirly ageinet P. falel- 
parum Ie known and this possloly must be 
the genesis. of such a high Incidence of 
ficklo-coll disease and redceil enzyme 
G-8-PD dolleiency, 


Osher side of tho problem is evil more 
time alarming 


which calls for attention of 
health authorities In particular. In aredication 
of Malaria the role of tsd-cell enzyme 
dolicioncy G-8:PD should be given du 


emphasis, Moreover, wo know, that Malaria 
Js tented with gntieMalarial drugs ike Chloro- 
uine, Camoquine, Frlinaquinw ot, which 
In tun oan Induce aoure hnomolytc ongemie 
In porsons having thie deficluncy ene in 
fsomé casas this may be tural. Eo. instead 
fof saving them from the grip of Melee. we 
fin do great harm by giving e0il-Malariot 
drugs to porsons who are G-6-FD deficient, 
So, this ray toad to some eorloue comple 
cations resulting In severe joundlico and 
anaemia and sometimer may lead to even 
deat 


80. by the Delp of thie survey a thorough 
seraening for G-8-PD detliuncy was done 
othe. village Inhabited by this. primitive 
‘wibal group. Record hax boon med 
garding tho frequency of the incidence of 
G-6-P0 dotlciancy in tha Kutla Kondhe of 
Burlubaru village. Hence indleeriminate 
use of antisMalarial diugs for (ratmant 

well a8 for provention hee to bo given 


with precaution taking into view of this, 
paanicular factor, This pavioular type of 
phenomenon thus not only becomes a 


problem for the goveilcier but eto to bo 
Public Health euthoriies as well ar te the 
Tribal Welfare Develooment authorives. 


‘Superstitious beliefs regerding diseases 

On interviewing whe residents of the study 
ftlage we found out that these. Kutta Kondhs 
‘onerelly believe in the prevalence of bene- 


| 
| 


volent and malevolent spirits, which affect and 
control their lives. They appease the male- 
volent spirit that bring mistorwuns, disease end 
consequently death. In obedience of raligious 
bbolieves. deeply rooted in the Kullss imva- 
Hiably call on their village preiest (Jani) also 
populary known as “Kutaks’ 


They diagnose anger of deity or ov spits 2s 
‘causing illnass, thus according to nem the 
stiology and pathogenesis of any disease is 
nothing but mainly due to anger of evil spits. 
Hence, the Kutakas(Priest)porform rituals wins 
‘animal sacrifice to please the ovil spints. it 
usually starts ffom small animals like ea, 
ppigoon, ic, and ends up in bigger animate 
Bulfalow sacrifice is very common amongst 
thom, Mostly Kutia Kondh depend on such 
priests and witch doctors for halp during their 
illness. Because of this belif they usually do 
ot profer to go to dispensaries or hospitals 10 
‘avail moder medical treatment. 

‘But in the study village the situation is gra- 
dually changing. This age-old tradition and 
boliof and a8 woll as their attitude towards 
‘modern medicine has siso changed considerably 
‘during the last fow yoars and this is mainly due 
to good social work done by one devoied lady 
worker of Utkal Naba Jivan Mandal—Stimath 
Radhamoni Sahu (Popularly known a8 Apa) in 
this village, who Is living with them forthe last 
12 yoars, I ftom 1967 onwards. She is 
heiping these tribals In al their difficulties and 
doing immensely good work in this village. 
She algo adviaes them at the time of their naed 
to go 10 the hospital or even to tne primary 
‘oath conto to consult the doctor for treatment 
Wwhanaver thesa ibala suffer from any 
‘serious illnasa, thus. indirectly popularising 
‘modern medicine and treatmont amongst the 
Kutias, 


Existing health servicein the study villages 

Unfortunately, the axlsting health fasikos 
‘and sarvicd in this. village is very tow. Tho 
saliont foatures of tne haath servica and medial 
care ar given buiow— 

41. Thor is no hospital mor dispensary hers 

2. The noares: hospital is situated 1} Kms. 
away, i at Bolghar. Tho hospital is a six-_ 


a 


‘bedded one and is practically the one and only 
Source of getting medical aid for the residents 
of the study village. But unfortunately it tune 
witnout @ doctor. No doctor is prepared to 
‘come to tnis study villago forthe inaccessibility 
tome place. Hence virtually the Kutias of this 
yitape do not “have any accoss to the heath 


3. The only other alternative for them is the 
sensi cane a Tuadbandh wich 
about 25 Kms. from this study village 
disance has wo Bo covered by foo an tat oo 
Yhrough dense forests and hills, thus cresting 
‘natural geographical barir, for the utilisation 
‘of hoalin services by the unfortunate villagers, 


4. In this study village no special hoalth 
‘survey of this kind was conducted In the past 
‘a understand the health problems of the Kutla 
Kondhs. 


5. No special campsign havo been ever 
lundertaken so far in this village for eradicating 
‘any dreaded disease, 


6. Tho Kutiss of Burlbaru village wore never 
overod in routine campaign for eradication of 
‘mass-Kllors like cholera, small-pox, malaria, ote. 
(excepting for the fact that a Malaria Supervisor 
‘has visited this vilage only twice during last 
3 year), 


Conclusions and suggestions 

1, Our survay shows that the Kutia Kondha 
‘of the study village aro interested in getting 
{temsaivos medically examined and in taking 
up mocical allopatnie treatment for their iliness- 
During our camp in the vilago, not only eurvey 
‘and ressarch was conducted for collection of 
‘data on medical entivopology but also several 
Imodicines wore distributed free among people 
‘fter proper diagnosis ofillnss, 


2. Most of the diseasos afflicting the Kutia 
Kondlis ofthis village aro mainly due to insani~ 
tary condition, lack of personal hygiene, lack of 
‘health education and ignorance. 


3. There is utter ignorance among the Kutiog 
‘bout the causes of their maladies. Tho only 
way to enlighten them in matters concerning 
hlth is to give these tibals health education, 


HEALTH AND 


through adult education classes, In addition 
hhoalth education may be imparted to tribal 
Children by Introducing topics on health in 
‘Schoo! sylabus 


4, The tibal poople are poor and they cannot 
afford those food of rich nutritious contents 
Which aro not locally avalleblo, 1 is thorofora 
necessary to analyse tho food valu of tho food 
stuff which are locally available and populnrise 
‘such nuiritious food as to provide a buianced 
diot to the tribals. In other words it implies 
that « thorough nutritional survey including all 
‘the three vital compononts, viz, (1) clinical 
fassossmont, (2) diot survey, (3) bio-chomical 
studies is imporative for the appraisal of tho 
hutrvonal status ofthis vi 
6, Detail knowledge about various types of 
‘and their medical efficionoy 
‘overdue. A systematic invostigation of 
this mattor and proper collection of various 
samples of herbs used for medical. purpotos 
‘should form part of any health survey in the 
Kutia areas, Since the toxic side affocts of the 
herbal medicines are minimal it ia therefore 
advisable to make such medical ingredients 
popular in place of synthetic drugs which have 
‘considerable toxle effects. 

6. It is suspected that the water of the hill 
stroams of this araa which the Kutias used for 
sinking and for cooking meals contains gra- 
ite, The Kutias complain about indigestion 
‘and initaion in stomach. Theso troubles may 
‘bo due to graphite contont in water, 

7. The survey indicated high incidence of 
‘tuberculosis in the study village, It is due to 
Insanitary condition and contagion by living 
huddled togothor in. hut without ventilation, 
Proper housing condition and nutritious diets 
will surly check the disease, 

8, Incidence of leprosy was not found to be 
high in the study village, but ina nearby village, 
wiz, Rangaparu its incidence was quite high 
‘among Kutias, They are not scheluded from 
thoir society and live in close contact with 
family mombers. So, 8 leprosy assylum will 
‘atop spreading this disease 


98. It i necessary to carryout an investigation 
to find out what factors aro responsible for the 
hoalthy growthy of hair among the Kutias in the 
study village. 


410, The causes of low blood pressure (Hypo- 
tonsion) which was found among tho Kutlas 
roquiteinvostigaion, 


11. The Kutias have a strong hobit of drinking 
alconolic Leverages. Before any attempt is 
‘mado 10 stop this habit, itis absolutly nce 
{8ary toanalys0 al typeo of beverages chomi- 
‘ally and find out if they contain any vitamin 
‘Any propotal for stopping the habit of erinking 
Should include suggestion of substitute which 
will eupply the same vitamins. 


12. The survey indicated thatthe incidence of 
‘ickle-coll disease (sickle-cell tat and srtemia) 
‘andthe rex-cell con2yme-deficiency (G-6-PD) 
|s quive nigh, It is nocessary to cany out a 
detailed investigation to find out if any other 
type of genetic diseases ero existing In ihe 
Population of the village. Therefore. this 
‘aspect of the problom has to be investigated in 
2 special survey to find out the epidemiology 
fof such serious genuiie diseases, Esch of the 
Genetic hazaics needs. special preventive end 
‘curative measure. 


13. A very high incidence of Malstia was 
‘observed in the study village. So is the oase 
with the genetic G-6-PD enayme deficiency. 
‘Moreover, we know that Malaria is trated with 
‘nti-Malaiat drugs which in turn ean induce 
‘acute haemolytic snaomia in persons with this 
deficiency, and In some cases it can also load 
{0 dosti. tis necessary to inform tis situation 
to the N. M. E, P. authortis a8 woll as other 
Health authorities who aro in charge of orad- 
‘ating Malaria so that they do tho sereening of 
G-6-PD deficiency betoro administring antl- 
Malaria drugs indiseriminetely. 
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